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retired on one case that might take them
many hours to deliberate upon, the court
could not proceed with any other case listed
until such time as the 12 jurymen, who were
dealing with the first case, returned their
verdiet and joined up with the full panel,
That is not what is done in actual practice,
So that the conrt ean proceed with the cases
listed, after the first jury of 12 has retired,
there are still the names of 28 jurors left
in the box. Consequently a second jury is
drawn from the 28 names remaining in the
box. Strictly speaking, that is not, or may
not he, in conformity with the requirements
of Section 23 of the Act. There is some
doubt on the point. In order to remove that
doubt so that there will be no possibility in
convequence of the existing practice of ap-
pealing with a view to disturbing a verdiet,
this measure is being intreduced; so that
after the first jury is drawn from the 40
who were empanelled, it will be strietly
within the provisions that are being put in-
to the chief Act to draw a subsequent jury
from the 28 who remain, I move —
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Mc¢Donald, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 8.21 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION-UNIONISTS,
PRETERENCE.

Hon. J. CORXELL asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Has the Commissioner for Main
Roads been instructed to give effect to Cabinet
decision, viz., to apply the principle of prefer-
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ence to unionists to all expenditure in con-
nection with future road construction and
mainienance, in the following terms:—{a)
Preference shall be given to financial mem-
hers of recognised unions; and (b) Tf other
than financial members of recognised unions
are engaged, such persons shall make appli-
eation to join the appropriate union within
14 days of eommencing work, and shall com-
plete such applieation? 2, Was the full
text of the foregoing Cabinet decision con-
veyved to mombers of the Government Tender
Board with an instruetion that it be incor-
porated in all tender forms subsequently
issned by that Board?

The CHIEF SECRETARY vreplied: 1,
The decision of Cahinet did not apply to all
expenditure nunder the Commissioner of
Main Roads. Cuhinet deeided to apply the
principle of preference to unionists in all
Public Works contracts in the following
terms: (a) Preference shall be given to fin-
ancial members of recognised unions. (b}
If other than finaneial members of recog-
nised unions are engaged, such persons shall
make applicatien to join the appropriate
union within fourteen days of commencing
work, and complete such application. 2, The
decision reached the secretary of the Ten-
der Board through the usual channels.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. H. §. W. PARKER,
leave of absence granted to Hon, A, Clvdes-
dale (Metropolitan-Suburhan) for six conse-
cutive sittings of the House on the ground of
ill-health,

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY,
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the 26th August.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [4.38]:
I do not say that the Address-in-reply de-
bate is a waste of time, but I feel sure that
the attitude of beth Honses will be apprecia-
ted insofar as it serves to eurtail the debate
and save time. The Lieut.-Governor’s Speech
dixelo-ed a defieit of £371,205, and a pessi-
mistic note was struek on the financial out-
lonk tor the ewrrent year. We were also re-
minded that there must be no relaxation of
cloze supervicion of all publie expenditure.
I hope that the need for continued economy
will not mean that wrgent public works that
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have been already anthorised will have to be
delayed mueh longer. Some of those works,
I notiee, are farther down the list of urgent
public works than they were two years ago.
This would indiecate that the financial posi-
tion iz growing worse, in spite of what has
heen said to the contrary. The Education
Department seems to be in the worst plight
of all because, in many districts, school con-
ditions are, to say the least, in a deplorable
state. The improved conditions brought
about by the bountiful rains and good prices
should make matters very much better for
the Government next vear, and I hope there
will not be such a dearth of funds to earry
on works so urgently needed for the benefit
of the State to-day. I was pleased to see
that the Government had made a very satis-
factory agreement with the Federal Govern-
ment respecting Federal aid roads. The new
one is of greater advantage to the State
than was the old one, for the term is for a
period of ten years, and I understand that
in ofher ways it is 20 per cent. more in our
favour. The Commissioner of Main Roads
has done excellent work, and this new and
very satisfactory agreement will enable the
Commissioner to plan ahead in dealing with
many of our main roads. In my view, the
Trafic Act should be amended in order to
prevent so many serious aceidents. I have
said before that the best way to bring this
about would be to make it obligatory to
affix governors to all motor vehicles. 1In this
way speed could be definitely limited and I
am snre this would go a long way towards
solving the problem. T think, too, that in-
surance companies should not be free from
liability to pay accident claims becanse a
driver has not had his license renewed, but
only when a driver is disqualified from hold-
ing a license should such exemption apply.
Probably few people are aware that to-day
it is an offence against the traffic regulations
to pass a tram on the near side outside the
city block.

Hon. J. Cornell: One passed me an hour
ngo; it was going at 30 miles an hour.

Hon. H. TCCKEY : The traffie offieinls do
not object, hut that is not the peint. I
motorists adhered to the traffic rezulations
and passed all trams on the off-side after
crossing the boundaries of the city block, I
am sure that wmany more aceidents would
occur. This clanse of the regulations should
be amended to make all vehicles pass on onc
or the other side, either the vight or the left,
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right through the city. For if you are tra-
velling along Hay-street, there is really no
difference between passing a tram between
Pier-strect and King-street as against be-
tween King-street and Milligan-street. When
I come to think of it, my illustration
is faunlty, because there is only one-way
traffic in that section of Hay-street; how-
ever, the same thing would apply in Bar-
rack-street. In passing Wellington-street go-
ing north, one should pass trams on the off-
side. But people do not do so; they pass on
the near side, which is an offence against the
regulations. I am altogether in favour of
third-party insurance. Far too many acci-
dents oceur in which there is no redress for

. those people who suffer damage or injury. I

should like to say a word about the proposed
Collie power scheme. In my view, a great
mistake has been made in not erecting a
large power plant at Collie {o supply the
eity and the South-West with current. I am
not an expert, bnt I do not see any greai
difficulty in the way. It should be possible
to transmit 30,000 or 40,000 volt current
from Collie to Perth, and break it down in
the city to suit requirements. At present
alternating ewrrent is transmitted from Yal-
lourn to Melbourne, of 32,000 volts, the dis-
tance being 87 miles. If such transmission
can be effegted there, one would think cur-
rent could be transmitted a few more miles
from Collie to Perth. This would be a great
advantage to the industries of the South-
West, and would do more than anything else,
except loeal superphosphate works, to de-
velop that part of the State. It would be
of special assistance to the dairying industry
there. Thousands of pounds are being sent
overseas for the purchase of machinery and
fuel for the supply of eurrenf. The cost of
current in the South-West is  prohibitive.
Some of the towns charge 1s. a unit for
lighting purposes and 8d. for power. Such
prices are prohibitive if the current is used
on a large seale. I feel strongly on the
peint. It is a pity such matters shonld be
allowed to drag so long. Had a power
seheme hecen established at Collie some years
ago, hundreds of thousands of pounds would
have been saved to the South-West and the
metropolitan area. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the manner in which they have
looked after water supplies in the South-
West. We appreciate very much all that
has heen done in the matter of water con-
servation, I would drow attention to the
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urgent need for further storage in the
Harvey area. The farmers there are already
short of water for irrigation, and cannot go
on developing whilst the present uncertainty
prevails. Recently an influential deputation
waited on the Minister and all the details
were diseussed. I hope when the Govern-
ment go into the question of water supplies
generally that the Harvey proposal will re-
ceive consideration. I am glad the Govern-
ment have recognised the good work
being done by the members of the
Fish and Game Society, by making a
grant of £150 towards the stocking of
some of the fresh water streams with
trout.  Although the amount is small,
it will be helpful. The gift is very much
appreciated. The (overnment might go
further and endeavour to improve the fish-
ing industry generally. That would be of
great advantage to the tourist trade, and
would be the means of protecting one of
the State’s most valuable industries. For
years Governments have taken what they
could get out of the industry, whieh cer-
tainly has not been a losing proposition. T
understand that for about 30 years there
has been a surplus of receipts over expen-
diture. Gradunally, however, the industry
has worn down, and there is not now much
left of it. T hope something will be done
to protect our fishing grounds and improve
the present state of affairs. We are told
that the industry is controlled by foreign-
ers, and that only foreighers eateh fish and
deal in them. That is a great mistake. Tn
Mandurah there are 80 licensed fishermen,
all Australians married men with families.
In June last they despatched to the eentral
markets in Perth 1,700 boxes of fish. This
shows that in one centre at any rate, Aus-
tralians are catching considerable quantities
of fish, There is trouble at Mandurah over
the closing of the sea bar. I think it will
be closed again during the coming summer.
That is a great drawback to the fishing in-
dustry. I hope, as the finaneial position im-
proves, the Government wiil do something
to make the opening in the bar permanent.
Engineers have recommended an expenditure
of £3,000, and I understand the Government
have approved of it, but unfortunately the
Treasurer eannot find the money. The sooner
arrangements can be made to keep the bar
open permanently, the better will it be for
AMandurah and the fishing industry. At one
time Augusta, in the Lower Blackwood, was
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famous for its fishing, but it is not so to-
day. There is no supervision over the fishing
there. That is a pity, for at one time many
people went there who now go elsewhere.
Some years ago the Government paid a
bonus on the destruction of shags hecause
they were so harmful to the fishing industry.
In those days fish were more plentiful than
they ave to-day. The bonus was paid for a
few years and was then cancelled. Some
peaple donbt whether shags eat fish. T was
surprised to sec that it took an expert nearly
12 months to decide the question. I have
known shags to take 100 dozen mullet ont
of the nets before sunrise, If the fishermen
do not start taking in their nets before
davlight, they get very few fish. At times
they earry guns with them so that it they
are late they can shoot the shags until they
got within 20 vards of the end of the net.
Shags will follow the nets until the fisher-
men have practically completed their work.
To shoot shags on the upper reaches of the
Swan is not a means of finding out what
their diet is. Shags will eat the fish that
are nearest te them. In Oectober, when
[thousands of cobblers are found in the
rivers, shags will live upon them. TUndoubi-
edly these birds have a serious effect on the
fishing industry for thousands are found in
the rivers and estuaries, When funds are
available it would be a wise thing to re-
introduce the bonus. TUsually at this time of
the year we hear references to the ill-treated
North and the spoon-fed South. If mem-
bers representing the North-West would put
up a conerete proposition for dealing with
local problems, I feel sure they would get
the full support of the House. I do not
think an annual outhurst, sueh as we some-
times hear, is the right way to achieve re-
suits. The time has arrived when something
should be done for that part of the State.
We can see what is going on from year to
vear. We have almest reached the stage
when we may admit that we are suffering
from s peacefnl penefration at the hands of
a foreign power. At any rate, efforts will
soon be made in that direction if we do not
take steps to do sowething with that part
of the continent. I agree with members who
say it would he a good thing if the Federal
Government took over that part of Austra-
lia, If is no use coming here and talking
about it unless we follow it up. A com-
mittee could be appointed to go into the
question in the hope of arriving at
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something that will be acceptable to
both Honses. We might then get the Federal
Government fo meet us in the matter. Mem-
bers of this House could act with members
of another place, and by that means
evolve something that would bear fruit. I
hope the question will not be allowed to drag
on indefinitely, and that all concerned will
do their best to achieve some satisfactory re-
sults. I wonld draw the attention of the
Agricultural Department to the existence of
foot rot in the South-West. That is a very
serions menace to the sheep industry, There
are many saleyvards in the South-West, where
farmers go to buy their sheep. If a yard is
affected, the germs can be carried from
one place to another, The yards should all
he inspected and an endeavour made to keep
them clean, I do not know what is done in
the metropelitan area in that respeet, but I
know inspectors are emploved to supervise
the saleyards there. That is something we do
not have in the South-West. Many thous-
ands of sheep pass through the salevards in
that part of the State, Onee a man gets foot
rot on his property, it takes him a year or
two to stamp it out. He can enly do it then
by getting rid of his sheep. Tf the disease
hecomes well established in a man’s flock he
eannot get rid of it without getting rid of
his sheep. One man T know had to go out
of sheep for two years. During that time
he bought a large number of pigs. Strange
to say, after a little while, the pigs con-
tracted swine fever, and he had to get rid
of them too. He thus lost money over both
ventures. This was due in the first place to
the introduetion of foot rot on his farm.

Hon. J. Nicholsun: Had the foot rot any-
thing to do with the swine tever?

Hon. 1. TUCKEY: No. A good deal
could he done to minimise the danger if the
Agrieultural Department took the matter up,

Hon. L. Craig: It iz already an offence to
sell in a vard sheep suffering from foot rot.

Hon. . TUCKEY : Yes, hut who is to say
that they have Toot rot when there is no in-
spection? The absence of inspection applies
to meat generally, Thounsands of eattle and
sheep are killed in the South-West, though
people seem to suffer no ill-effects therefrom.

Hon. .. Craig: The wmeat iz inspected at
my place,

Hon. W. J. Mann: In all the towns there
are meat mspectors.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : But not in the small
places, There should Lie more control over
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this business. No doubt the disease will
spread if it is not checked at the saleyards,
which is where the matter should first be
dealt with, People can take sheep into a
country saleyard when they have not been
dipped. If there is no inspector on the spot,
people take no notice, and the sheep, if
transferred to another farm, may carry a lot
of vermin with them. The State Gardens
Board is doing good work. I should like to
see that body take charge of the Cave House
at Yallingup. Something should be done to
remedy the existing condition of affairs there.
The best way to do that is to hand the estab-
lishment over to the State Gardens Board.
It has been a disgrace to past Governments.
Not only has the aecommodation been far be-
low requirements, but the surroundings, such
as the septic tank half way to the beach,
have at {imes been in a filthy eondition.
These matters onght to be looked into. If
the State Gardens Board were to take con-
trol, it would be a step in the right dircetion.
It is about the only place that I know of
that is not under that control, and T feel sure
if the hoard were to look after it more would
be done,

Hon. J. Cornell: That is a poor recom-
mendation for the management of the State
Hotels.

Hon. H. TUCKTY : I do not know that it
is a complaint against that management.
Those people have to put up with the condi-
tions laid down by the departinent, and if
insufficient monev is made available, they
have to make the hest of the position. Much
fault has been found with the Government
fur not providing full-time employment for
the sustenance workers and the unemployed
genera'ly, 1 do not know that cither the
present or any future Government ¢ould
afford to do that, although it is unfortunate
that anyone is eompelled to work part-time.
I have had a good deal of experience in
lncal government matters. Years ago the
State was not without its unemployment
tronh'e. TFifteen or 20 years ago, the then
Minicter for Works, the late Hon, W. J.
George, asked my board to accept £1.000,
and to provide work for some of the Perth
unemployed on the Pinjarra-Mandurah road.
At that time we were getting road metal
supplies by contract at 1s. 6d. per vard
When the men eame down from Perth they
wanted day work. T did my best to arrangc
a contract price with them, berause thal
svetem =aved the expensze of supervision
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and we knew what work would be done. The
men would not aceept those conditions, and
went on strike, although we offered 4s. where
it had formerly cost ns 1s. Gd.  Still the
men continned on strike, and Mr, George
telegraphed down to say that we would have
to allow the men day-work conditions, or
else they would have fo be sent back to
Perth. The faet is that we have always had
a certain proportion of unemployment in
onr midst. If we were to insist upon the
Government finding sufficient money to en-
able them to empley everyome in Western
Australia, T am afraid the State wounld
carry a lot of drones, and others who
would not work.

Hon. J. Cornell: I think the percentage
of unemployment in 1915 was as great as it
is to-day.

Hon. H. TCCKEY: It is a big question,
and while T sympathise with those who are
not on full-time work, I can quite appre-
ciate the position of the (Government. Tt
is a matter of utter impossibility for the
Government to accede to the wishes of
those who require them to place all work-
ers on full-time employment. Some of the
sustenance men could do hetter if they
tried to shift for themselves. For instance,
I offered to assist twe men whom I know
guite well. I told them where they could
get permanent work, but it meant they
wounld have to shift their homes for a dis-
tance of 17 miles, They said they would
not do that, and preferred to ecarry on as
they were. They said they were getting
enough to enable them to keep going, and
they certainly did not want te remove their
homes to another place. That sort of thing
should not be tolerated in a big State like
Western Australia. Men should go where
work was avatlable, so long as the eondi-
ttons were reasonably decent. Again at
Donnyhrook on one occasion a dairy
farmer named Sear had three months’
work to undertake and offered 10s. a day
and keep for the men he required. Al-
though sustenance men were working in
the district, he conld not get any to aceept
the work he offered. It was certainly noi
permanent, but the job was a decent one.
Nevertheless, Mr. Sear had to do without
the labour that he required. Some com-
ment has been indulged in regarding the
new bhridges at Fremantle and Canninge
Bridge. T do not care to say too much
shout the Fremantle bridge, because ob-
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viously one should know something abont
the position before indulging in eriticism.
If it is the intention of the Government to
allow the new structures to remain for any
length of time, I agree that it would be
better to put up cement or steel structures
that would be permanent. If they are to
be temporary structures only, probably
cheap wooden bridges represent the better
proposition for the time being. If they are
to be in the nature of permanent structures
that will have to remain there for many
vears, I think at least eement piles should
be used if steel super-structures cannot be
provided. Most certainly the piles should
he made to Iast and should be sheathed in
cement. We all know how desirnctive the
teredo is in Fremantle waters. Wood will
not last for any length of time. Years ago
we had no trouble with the teredo. At Man-
durah 30 years ago we did not have any,
but recently this sca worm has made
its appearance there, and any timber
that has been placed in the water becomes
riddled in the course of a few vears. We
know that the pest is plentiful in the Swan
River. If the bridge at Fremantle is in-
tended to be a permanent structure, I be-
lieve the Government would be very unwise
fo put in wooden piles. A lot of money
has been lost in maintaining the existing
bridge over the past few years, and if
wooden piles are to he nsed again, that
type of cxpense will continne. Publie works
of this description should be made to
last and to avoid heavy maintenance eosts.
I passed over the old Canning Bridge to-
day, and T noticed that wooden piles are
being used for the new strueture there.
They do not seem to he reinforeed, nor are
they sheeted with muntz etal or copper.
It the teredo is ns bad there as in other
parts of the Swan River, those piles will
not last for lonr. T would remind the Gov-
ernment that Muantz's metal sheeting is not
a protection against sea worms. It does nof
last for wmore than a short time in water,
and is costly to put on. If the piles were
to be reinforeed ~o0 as to he immune from
the depredation- of the teredo, they shonld
he put down in cement. A peeuliar featnre
ahout the teredo is that it is not present
all along our coast. For instance, there
are none at Shark Bay, whereas at Carnar-
von they are very destruetive. A lensth
of ovegon, 3 iuches by 3 inches, was taken
out of the water at Shark Bay after hav-
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ing been submerged for 35 years, and was
found to be as sound as when it was placed
in position. Had that timber been used in
Fremantle or Carnarvon waters, it wonld
not have lasted for more than two years at
the outside. Y¥urthermore, boais at Shark
Bay are pot troubled with the growth of
barnacles or weeds. These matters are hard
to understand, and I cannot enlizhten mem-
bers as to the explanation. The fact re-
mains that in the Swan River the pests do
exist, and we should build bridges that they
will not interfere with. I had intended
dealing with group settlement natters, but
I shall not proceed much longer. I regret
that Mr. Wittenoom is not present to-dav
berause I had intended asking him why he
had not told the whole story when he re-
ferred to the Demmark settler who had 11
eows from which only four gallons of milk
were produced. I do not know if the
hon. member's statement was to be re-
garded as a criticism of the land or of the
management. My concern is that too often
we hear things said that are really detri-
mental to the reputation of the land in West-
ern Australia, and there iz no good reason
for that type of criticism. In Western Aus-
tralia we have land quite as capable of pro-
duction as that to be found anywhere else
in the Commonwealth. Although the Group
Settlement Scheme has failed to a certain
extent, that vesult was not because the land
was poor or because the settlers were ineffi-
cient. The greatest erime of the latter is
that they were supposed to do what they
were told. In other words, they were farm
hands and not farmers. After they had
been instructed by the representatives of
Governments over a period of years dur-
ing whieh they were required lo de eertain
things, and then their properties failed, we
can hardly blamc the group settlers for that
result. It is a pity that the setilers always
seom to get the blame. We know that many
of the settlers should never have been placed
on the land, but that does not affect the posi-
tion of the good farmers who have not been
responsible for the mistakes they have made.
Some of them have tried to alter their
methods, bnt they have been prevented from
doing so by those in the control of their dis-
triets. Tt is a great pity that that has been
the position, but there is still hope for some
of the areas concerned. I trust that when
hlocks are taken mp by other seitlers, the
tvpe of control that I have referred to will
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not be insisted upon. If a man bas been on
his block for seven years and is not eapable
of rumning it as a farm, he should not be
there at all. He should not have to be told
whether he should clear the land in the
valley or that on the hillside, nor should he
be told whether he should grow wheat or oats.
He should be in g position to decide for him-
self, and men in that position should be
allowed to carry on under conditions that
snit themselves and their properties.

Hon. J. Cornell: Very often they are in-
strueted by men who have failed themselves.

" Hon. H. TUCKEY:
that that is true. I do not desire to be too
critieal. I could say quite & lot, but I do
not think it would get us anywhere. We all
desire to assist the Government or anyone
else charged with the responsibility of carry-
ing out these operations. Unfortunately
many of these men knew what was wrong.
Many of us knew what was wrong, bui we
could not step in and give contrary advice
Finally, I wish fo refer to the Peel Estate
settlement. YWhen that projeet was firat
spoken of, we were told what wonderful
things were to be done on that area. We
who knew the Peel Estate were simply
astounded af what we read and heard. T
remember perusing a long article in the
“West Australian” after a Ministerial visijt
had been paid to the Peel Estate. The
writer deseribed in glowing terms the charae-
teristics of the heauntiful country south of
Fremantle, I do not know whether that
writer was more to be blamed than the
Government of the day, but the two together
made a very sorry picture,

Hon. J. Cornell: The honorary Royal
Commission did not blow up the Pecl Estate!

Hon, H. TUCKEY : It is unfortunate that
s0 much money was lost there. Many of us
who knew the country appreciated what
would happen, but we were powerless fo step
in and stop that wilful waste of money. Had
that money heen expended in other parts,
greater development would have followed.
The idea of the money advanced being in-
terest free over a certain number of years
did not enter inte the picture, becanse any
money so utilised must he taken into aceonnt
in the long run. I am afraid T have spoken
rather longer than I anticipated, and 5o I
shall not take up any more time of the
House bevond saying that T have much plea-
sure in supporting the motion.

I am sorry to say
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HON. W, J. MANN (South-West) [5.13]):
I had intended prefacing myv remarks with
an extended referenee to what may be de-
seribed as the example that I think ought to
be set by the State in conneetion with trad-
ing activities, making special reference to
the Tender Board contracts ahout which we
have heard so much in the last few days.
However, the Premier’s recent statement has
materially altered the position and for that
reason I will curtail my remarks, at any
rate, until we hear the aefual result of the
reviewed position. Mr. Nicholson, in speak-
ing to this motion, dealt with the need on
the part of the Government for exercising
the greatest eare in all fransactions. I de-
sire to point out to the Government that a
charge, in my opinion at any rate, might
have been levelled against them, had they
permitted the Tender Board contract condi-
tions fo remain. 1 reeollect some years ago
when in the United States, hearing quite a
lot about a notorious thing ealled racketeer-
ing, Men and women in all kinds of busi-
ness spoke of it with bitterness and consid-
erable hatred, and on three occasions the
query was put to me as to whether we had
such a thing as racketeering im Australia.
To such an extent had it grown in America
that it became a source whereby a certain
class secured a lazy and luerative way of
living. I was assured that quife a large
number of people in the big cities of Ame-
rica did nothing move than worry their
fellow citizens and extract from them money
under the guise of “protection.”” I have for-
gotten the American interpretation of rac-
keteering, but so far as my memory serves
me, this is what it means. It was a form
of unlawful compulsion to eontribute finan-
eially to some person or organisation under
penalty, upon refusal, of serious interfer-
ence with the peaceful and proper conduct
of business. T have too much respeet for
members of the Government to charge them
with racketeering, but I think one has a
right to point out and protest against what
he helieves amounted to an attempt, perhaps
unwitfingly, to introduce this very vicious
thing. In the ultimate issue the effect of the
proposed regulations—providing that pre-
ference he given to financial unionists—if it
is not a form of racketeering them I con-
fend it is very close to it. That is, in its
ultimate result. The conditions of eontract
intimated to the tenderer, that to share
in Government business he must employ only
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nnienists who had paid all unien dues. Such
a condition, however, would lave no author-
ity in law, and would he in defiance of hoth
Partiament and  the Arbitration Court.
Whoever introduced the innovation into the
contraet undoubtedly knew that at least a
percentage of union dues found their way
inte party funds, the party represented by
the Government, This I eontend in the ulti-
mate effect is a distinet form of racketeer-
ing and it differs only from that in America
in that it demmands payment from the worker
whereas in America payment is extracted
from the emplovers. That is about all I
wish te say on that question, but I do re-
peat that the Government have laid them-
selves open to a grave charge and I am glad
that the Premier has recognised it and that
he is baving the position reviewed. Another
matter about whieh I desive some informa-
tion is with regurd to the Workers' Com-
pensation Act. The “Government Gazette”
of the 13th of this month contains seven
pages of regulations under that Act and from
the introductory parvagraph it is clear that
all previous regulations under the Work-
ers' Compensation Act are revoked. The
seven pages of new regulations appearing
in the ‘‘Gazette " are intended to take the
place of the others and cover a wide rang.
Tor instanee, No. 6 has veference to em-
ployers effecting insurance under the Act
and makes it inenubent on the insurer
desiring to do business to first obtajn the
approval of the Minister in control of the
Aet. That is the effeet of it. Apparently
the framers of the vegulations held the be-
lief that all insurers are domiciled in the
city and are easy of aecess te Government
departments. I am concerned about people
in the eountry distriets and to give effect
o that particular clanse of the regulations
would entail considerable trouble and in-
volve delay and perhaps some loss as well,
Perhaps I had better read it—

Every employer desirous of effeeting insur-
anee with an incorporatell insurance office in
compliance with Subsection 1 of Section 10 of
the Act, must first obtain from the Minister
in writing Lis approval of the incorporated in-
surance office as an incorporated insurance
office with which sueh insnrance may he effee-
ted.

There are other following regulations that
have a bearine on that one.

Hon. J. Cornell: When did those regula-
tions come into force?



[31 Avugust, 1937.]

Hon. W. J. JLAXN: I am trying to find
out whether they are in force.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They have not been
laid on the Table of the House.

Hon. W. J. MIAXX: It has been said and
is being said that it is the intention of the
Government to create a State monopoly in
the class of busine:: referred to—workers’
compensation insurance. ['nder Seetion 36
of the Interpretation Aect it is provided—

When by any Aet it is provided that regula-
tions may or shall Lbe made, and—(i) it is pro-
vided that such regulations may or shall be
made by the Govermor; or {ii) it is net pre-
vided by whom such regulations may or shall
be made; any regulation made under, or by
virtue of, such provision—(a) shall be made by
the Governor; (h) shall be published in the
“Gazette’’; (e) shall, subject to Subsection 2
hereof take effect and have the foree of law
from the date of such publieation, or from a
Jater date fixed by the order making such regu-
lation; {d) shall be laid before both Houses
of Parliament within 14 days of such publica-
tion, if Parliament is in session, and if not
then within 14 days after the commencenient
of the next session of Parliament.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That has not been
done.

Hon, W. J. MAXNN: I had a look through
the papers on the Table of the House but
was unable to tind a copy of the regula-
tions. Already 14 days have passed sinece
those regmlations were gazetted. To my
knowledge they have not heen produced in
this House. I wish to ask the Leader of
the House whether these regulations which
were published in the ‘‘Gazetie’’ on the
13th of this present month are being put
into effeet seeing that the procedure laid
down by the Interpretation Aecft bhas not
been complied with. Perhaps I shonld also
read the infroduetion to the regulations as
it appears in the ‘‘Gazette’’—

Whereas under the provisions of the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act, 1912-1934, the CGover-
por may make snch regulations as may he neces-
sary or convenient for carrying out or giving
effeet to the provisions of the said Act: Now
therefore, His Excellency, the Lieutenant-Gov-
nor, acting with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council and in exercizse of the powers
conferred by the said Act, doth hereby revoko
all the regulations lieretofore made and in force
under and for the purposes of the said Aet
and in lieu thereof doth hereby make the new
regulations as set out in the Schedule here-
10:—

This notification, I tfake it, revokes all
previous regulations regarding the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act. 1 contend that as
they have not been Taid on the Table of the
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House, the substituted regulations pub-
lished in the ‘‘Gazette’’ have no force in
law. We have apparently reached the
stage where there are no lawful regunlations
in foree under the Workers’ Compensation
Aet. That is the way it appears to me,
and I am submitting my point of view so
that the Chiet Secretary, when he replies,
may clear up the position.

The Chief Seerctary: You say there are
no regulations.

Hon. W. J. MAXN: I repeat, that the
preamble to the regulations appearing in
the ‘‘Gazette’’ revokes all previous regu-
lations. There is nothing in the Inter-
pretation Act referring to the Preamble
having to be laid on the Table of the
House, but the regulations themselves must
be tabled. The notice in the ‘‘Gazette"’
revokes the previous regulations. That is
the way it appears {0 me.

Hon. J. Nieholson: There is no provision
in the Act that the revocation must be
gazetted, but the regulations have to be
gazetied and laid on the Table of the
House.

Hon, W. J. MANN: The notice which
precedes the regulations revokes the regu-
lations in existence. I want to know
whether this is another instance of someone
having blundered or misinterpreted instrue-
tions, and whether it is the intention of the
Government to revise the revised regula-
tions, and table them in the usual way.

Hon. J. Cornell: Last session the Minister
laid regulations on the table one day too
late.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The Speech made
reference to the agricultural industry, As a
result of the betfer season and the bountiful
rains that have recently fallen, the industry
shows improvement, and the outlook is
brighter than it has been for some years.
This is very gratifying, and we can only
hope that the wish expressed in the Speech
for a bumper harvest will come to fruition.
Reference was also made to the operations
of the Agricultural Bank. I do not wish
to speak npon this subject extensively, but
no reference has been made to one operation
of the Bank, namely, the failure materially
to improve the disasirous posilion ereated
by the eviction poliey of the Bank and the
Government in relation to group settlement.
The powers that be, having socceeded in
forcing hundreds of good men and their
families to forsake the country and seek sus-
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tenance, chiefly in the city, the Bank found
itselr 1 e position of being quite unable
to re-people the vacated blocks. For years
some of us have been warning the Govern-
inent and the Agricultural Bank what was
going to happen. We have pointed out that
it was easy cnough to foree people off the
blocks but that it would be quite another
matter to gef others to take them up again,
beeanse neweomers wonld lese faith in the
Government and would not know but that
the same conditions which had forced the
previous oceupants off the blocks would ope-
rate against them also. So the Agricultural
Bank has done just what we anticipated.

Now the Commissioners are looking to pri- -

vate enterprise to gei them out of the diffi-
culty. I do not wish to eriticise the arrange-
ments made with the firm of Goldsbrough,
Mort & Co. Lid., because T helieve they are
putting a lot of emergy into their work. I
have been anthoritatively informed that they
have undertaken to sell on an average one
farm per day for aboul two years, and that
they are making satisfactory progress. That
is a fairly big order, and if the firm can
stand up to it, they will deserve well of the
country and will deserve any profit they re-
ceive for their work. The position as I
understand it is that abont 1,700 propertics
in the agricultural distriets covering the
whole State have been handed to the firm.
The Bank Commissioners have had to admit
that they are practieally helpless to dispose
of properties, and have called in outside
help. I have no wish to make more refer-
ence to group settlement than is necessary;
it has heen discussed from various angles on
many oceasions, but recently T heard within
the precinets of this Chamber some rather
seathing remarks about group settlers as a
whole, and I do not propose to let those ve-
marks pass without entering a protest. Some
people seem to think that because they have
visited one group area and spoken with per-
haps half-a-dozen men, they can speak for
all the group settlers in the State. I know
of places in group settlements where the
men are just as rough and brusque in man-
ner as it is possible for men to be, and a
stranger might easily come fo the conclusion,
“J do not think much of that lot.” TYet they
are the warmest-hearted men one could meet
and, in addition, they are great workers and
excellent settlers, but they are men who have
hzen acenstomed to open-air life and to the
back country, and they use expressions that
porhans would not he tolerated in some
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drawing-rooms, But because they happen
to be a bit uncouth in manneyr and lack the
advantage of high school education is no
reason why they should be branded as mal-
ingerers or worse, as I heard them, or why
all group settlers should be jndged by that
standard. Looking back over the years since
the inception of the scheme, one is more than
confirmed in the opinion that after the gla-
mout and excitement of the first two or
three years the group setflers never had a
real chance to become prosperous farmers.
In saying that T am recapitulating what I
have said in this Chamber over the last five
or siX years.

Hon. T. Moore: You do not blame the
Government for that, do you?

Hon, W. J. MANXN: Not entirely, though
in part I do. I am not blaming the present
Government any more than previous Gov-
ernments.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is right,

Hon. W. .I. MAXNN: T eandidiy admit that
in & big scheme there will always be found
a percentage of men whe are impossible,
men from whom we could not expeet suecess,
men who, notwithstanding what was done
for them, would prove failures. There was
a percentage of such men amongst group
settlers, hut the greater proportion were
undoubtedly men of a hetter elass. Huge
sums of money were debited against group
settlement for which the settlers received
absolutely no value. JMembers are well
aware of that faet. The group holdings, in
consequenee of the methods adopted, were
capitalised beyond all hope of suecess.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you say that
£24 a year is too mueh to ask a group set-
tler to pay?

Houn. W. J. MANN: I am not spcaking
of £24 8 vear.

Hon, C. B. Williams: That is what some
of them are being asked to pay.

Hon. W. J. MANN: A chance of paying
such an amount would be veceived with open
arms by 99 per cent. of the group settlers,
but some of them have been asked to pay
neaver £124.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Forty pounds is a
large amount.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is not the
position. The holdings were over-capitalised
and, foliowing on that, the settlers eneoun-
tered a period of lean years, during which
even the best farmers of the State found it
impossible to make ends meet, Again, the
group settlers were tied down with Bank
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motrtgages. They had no prospect of find-
ing work elsewhere, and they were practi-
cally forced into the position of Dbecoming
indigent and humble proteges of the Bank,
which institution, more often than not, irri-
tated rather than assisted them. We know
also that those settlers have been very
largely directed iy theorctieal farmers, book
farimers, men who were always quoting the
latest book on clover or something eise, itre-
spective of whether such fodder would be
satisfactory in the distriet concerned. Their
advice might have applied in some instances,
hut it did not apply in all.

The Honorary Minister: Were not they
practieal advisers?

Hon. W, J. MANN: In many instanees,
the settlers were not permitted to follow
the advice of men whoe had made good in
the industry, and, in addition, there was
alwavs the uncertainty of a regulation issued
to-day being cancelled to-morrow. Regula-
tions were sent out one day telling people
what they had to do, and in the next few
davs they veceived instruetions to the eon-
trary. Finally, while the settlers were told
they were good fellows and might make good,
thev were never allowed to forget that the
interests of the Bank were paramount. The
wonder {0 me is that so many of the set-
tlers have strnggled on so long. The men
and women still on the groups, I think, are
deserving of great credit and assistance.

Hon. T. Moore: Do you think all the
good ones are left on the blocks?

Hon, 'W. J. MANN: I consider that a
great many of those still on their blocks
are estimable people, and some of them are
doing very well, If the hon. memher made
inquiries, he would find that since prices
have improved those people are doing
exactly as they promised to do during the
time of the depression. At that time they
said, “Give us a reasonable price and a
reasonable ehanee, and we will meet the
Bank’s demands as far as possible.” That
is being done. I sugeest that the hon. mem-
ber should peruse the records of the Agri-
cultural Bank, which will prove the accuracy
of my statement. T wish to warn the Bank
against grinding those settlers down to pay-
ing the last penny. It would be wreng to
wring the last penny out of them. In most
isi-tances, the original plant and machinery
put on the groups are worn out. The horses
have grown old, and there has been
no money available to provide pew
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plant and machinery, and no money
with which to purchase new horses.

These necessities will have to be renewed.
In my opinion, the assets of the Bank would
actually be enhanced, for the next couple of
yeurs at any rate, if they olfered a rebate of
2L5 per cent. on the interest payments of
group settlers to enable them to purchase
plant and machinery and neeessary horses.
The assets of the Bank would thereby be im-
proved, and the group settler assisted to
carry on. The group seitler has a complex
very much the same as I imagine the miner-
settlers at Southern Cross have. All he asks
is for a reasonable chance, and to be freed,
as far as possible, from red tape and from
office domination.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: Is not there an attempt
to nationalise the agrienltural and dairying
industries?

Hon. W. J, MAXN: I do not recollect
efforts to nationalise the agrieultural in-
dustry. In faet, this is the first I have heard
of it. Ay point is that the miner-settlers at
Southern Cross rejected offers of tramsfer
to other localities, in preference to being
freed from the control of the Agricultural
Bank and permitted to continue on their
holdings te work out their destiny in their
own way. 1 believe that in that way there
will be more snceess.

Hon. J. Cornell: Even without rain?

Hon. W. J. MANN: They have got rain
this year. As they have had a series of
bad years, let us hope that they will have a
long series of good years. I regret that the
Agricultural Bank bave not made a specinl
effort to keep settlers’ sons on tha land. For
a number of years I have brought that matter
np. I have urged that every inducement
shounld be given to farm-trained lads to take
up land. However, nothing has been done.
Inaction of this nature deserves severe cen-
sure. The present generation of farmers is
passing and there must be a continnity of
trained men if our rural husbandry is to
sarvive and prosper. In a reecent publica-
tion I read the following passage, referring
to the necessity for keeping Ffarm-trained
young people on the farms and preventing
them from drifting to the eities—

The soil must be served; the soil is supreme.
Empires have risen or fallen, according as they
have served or meglected it. If a given piece
of land yields better, not in exportable sur-
plus, but in human contentment, when support-
ing three men, where once it supported only
one, then that land, if again held by one, will
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avenge itself, even though it may take genera-
tions to do it.

There is great need for action to be taken in
that direction. The drift away from the
land still continues, and it is useless to make
endeavours to build up a thriving rural
population if we do not look after the young
men who are coming along and see that they
are given encouragement to take up land.
Another complaint T have is that the Aegri-
enltural Bank refuse to assist settlers de-
sirous of linking their holdings with other
vacant blocks adjoining, except on the same
terms as are offercd to nmewcomers. My
complaint arises in this way: that now some
of the settlers are beginning to get a little
ready money and are in a position where
they can expand, they find that their hold-
ings are on the small side. Most of the
group holdings are too smail. Recently I
approached the Agricultural Bank on behalf
of a settler who had been on his holding for
about 14 years and wished to buy a vacated
holding next to him. He offered to accept
the conditions available to new settlers; that
is, payment of a certain amount down and
payment of interest as prescribed in the
form of agreement. This settler asked o be
allowed to pay the deposit by instalments.
T saw the Bank officinls. and they said, “No:
if he wants it, he will have to pay £63
down.” That 1is not encouracing a
man who has horne the Theat and
burden of the day. The Bank should show
a kindly spirit to settlers who bave done
their bit all those years, and who have shown
their bona fides hy sticking to the scheme
so long. I trust the Agrienltural Bank
anthorities will not be slow to show their
appreciation of the loyalty of those who
have stuck to the scheme through great
adversity, by extending to them every pos-
sible consideration in the fufure. One of
the gratifving features of agricultural de-
velopment in the South-West is the manner
in which the farmers generally are raising
the standard of their industry. The sup-
port given to herd-testing, improvement of
stock and pasture, and the production of
higher-zrade eream in the dairies is most
marked. The formation of junior farmers’
elubs for youthful members and the encour-
agement of calf clubs, pig clubs, and other
things of that deseriplion amongst the chil-
dren are all indications of a determinalion
to lift the status of the industry. Perhaps
the natural corollary of these things is best
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illustrated by the fact that during the past
vear the perceniage of choice butter mann-
factured by Western Australian factories
has shown a splendid inerease. In addition
to that, I think we can say that we are
the only Siate of the Commenwealth that
has shown anv increase at all. Most of the
other States are showing decreases in the
production of choice butter. A suggestion
has been made for the inauguration of a
dairy science course for the South-West.
Such a course shonld be instituted without
the least avoidable delay. In Western Aus-
tralia, as in all new countries, there is a
great deal yet to he learnt ahout the land,
the climate, and the various factors of pro-
duection. The establishment of a dairy scichee
course would he a move in the right direc-
tion, and would a<sist matevially in the scien-
tific study of the problems that the farmer
is up against. One of the things causing
some misgivings among dairy farmers, ab
any rate, is the sale of margarine. It is
alleged that a permit to bring into this
country 5 tons of margavine per week was
obtained from the Minister for Agriculture
some¢ time ago. In fairness fo the Alinis-
ter T should mention that T am given to
nnderstand the permit was to some extent
secured by misrepresentation. That misre-
prescntation veferred to what was being done
in other States. However, 1 am indeed sorry
that the permif was granted ai all, beeause
the people who bring margarine into Wes-
tern Australin have wot much interest in
our rural districts. Their chief interest is
to get some profit by the sale of a lower-
grade food, for which there is no neecessity.
Butter in this country is not expensive, not
neariy as expensive as in some other coun-
tries, and it is a perfect food. The Gov-
ernment and evervbody else should do all
that is possible to promote the sale of good,
wholesome butter 1made in onr own State.
IMjgures relating to the prices of batter in
other countries show that we in Western
Australia have not much to complain of.
According to Mr. Walter Noakes, of Bruns-
wick, one of the men doing good work for
this State’s dairving industry and a mem-
ber of the Federal Dairy Products Equali-
sation Board, in to-day’s “Woest 'Austra-
lian” quotes the following prices:—Western
Australia, 133s. 9d. per ewt.; Denmark, 135s.
6d.; France, 1063s.: Germany, 260s, 6d.;
Holland, 203s.; Belgiom, 183s.; United
States of America, 180s.; Canada, 142s,
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Hon. L. Craig: Those figures are on the
basis of the Australian £1 note?

Hon. W, J. MANN: I presume so.

Hoen. C. B. Williams: YWhat about the
prive in England?

Hon. W. J. MANN: It would be about
the wame as Denmark,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are yon guessing?

Hon. W. J. MANXN: More or less, for I have
ot the latest figure for England. It might
be a few shillings above the price in Den-
mark. At all events, of the eight eountries
referrved to, six have prices in excess of the
price in Western Australia. Feem that
point of view, therefore, we have no com-
plaints. I hope that the eity and goldfields
people who use margarine will take notice.

Hon. J. Cornell: “Eat more butter!”

Hon. W. J. MAKN: Yes, more South-
Western butter. In the sphere of the Aus-
tralian Dairy Produets Board and Dairy
Council—although these are not matters of
State control—I wish to voice my opinicn
that Western Australia is entitled to a
greater measure of consideration than has
hitherto been given us. There is no equity
in the arrangement nunder which we are
working now. Whilst the bigger States have
direct representation on the hoard, Western
Australia, Tasmania and South Australia are
grouped together and have only one repre-
sentative—the gentleman to whom I  have
just referred. We are highly fortunate in
this respect, that the representative of the
three States happens to be a Western Aus-
tralian. If the representative of the thren
States happened to be a Tasmanian, then
the interests of Western Australia would, T
am sure, suffer materially. The Governor's
Speech reeords the building of bulk-handling
terminal facilities at Bunbury, which are to
he completed, we understand, in time for
next season’s shipping. The steady inerease
in population and business in that parf of
the State no doubt warranted the Govern-
ment’s  aetion.  Bulk-handling facilities,
while not too satisfuctory perhaps to
eertain workers in those parts, will prove a
considerable advantage in  the main fo the
town and distriet. The usefulness of the
hulk-handling £acilities is likely to be limited
unless the Government take steps to provide
at least two deep-water herths in order that
the bir ships can come alongside and piek
up carzo. The provision of two deep-water
berths presents no insurmountable difficul.
ties. I am informed that the required depth
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of water may be secured in two ways, either
by deepening the present berths or by
running out a short spur from the jeity to
a spat where as much as 40 feet of water
ecan be obtained without reaching basalt.
The fat lamb production of the South-West
is increasing rapidly, and the provision of
deep water is essential for their shipment
from Bunbury. I contend that the time for
the abolition of that extra imposition of rail
freight from Picton to Fremantle on
South-West grown fruit, is overdue. There
is no justification whatever for hauling a
perishable commodity like fruit over 12¢ un-
neecssary miles to Fremantle, when its
natural port of shipment is at Bunbury.
Bunbury has suffered by the loss of a lot of
coal-bunkering trade through the lack of
deep-water berths, so that no matter how the
question is viewed, the Governments’ duty in
this conneetion is ineseapable. Allied to
shipping is the necessity for the duplieatinn
of about four miles of railway between Pie-
ton Junction and Bunbury, a ecomparatively
inexpensive work which is most essential,
and shonld be put in hand right
away. Picton is an important june-
tion; all lines converge there. There is only
a gingle line into the port. Considerable
difficulty is experienced when there are a
humber of hoats being worked and there is
a lot of traffic on the line. Improved ship-
ping facilities are still required at Busse!-
ton, so that the nort there will be assured
of the shipment of the produce of its hinter-
iand. The lighting of the jetty for the safety
of the wharf lazbourers is another urgent
necessity at Busselton, One eannot under-
stand the refusal of a Lahour Government,
to insist upon it. The stock exeuse is that
it is a matter for the Railway Department,
but if the Fremantle lumpers were asked to
handle dangerous cargo like timber in dark-
ness, there would he sueh a howl of indigna-
tion as would necessitnte Fremantle resident
members of Parliament remaining in Perth
or teaching their homes by back streets un-
til the matter was righted,

Hon. G. Fraser: Are you sure that Fre-
mantle is lit up well?

Hon. W. J. MAXN: More than that,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Showers and every-
thing.

Hon. W. J. MANX: Yes they have every-
thing they desire there. Several references
have heen made in this debate to the neces-
sity for additiona] educational facilities in
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the country. One realises that the educa-
tional vote in thiz Stale imposes a very big
burden un the Siate, but free education is
Aunstralia’s  almost  undisputed  poliey.
Henee we must do the thing properly and
decently. Members have quoted from letters
in this connection. I do not propose to do
that, but 1 will give one illustration of the
difliculties that ave being cxperienced. I
know of one distriet in which there is a
schoo| having 20 scholars. The Parents and
Citizens’ Association have raised about £50
for purchasing different requirements for
the school which were not provided by the
Education Department. This sehool is built
in a bleak position, and a shed was required
to be used for manual training, and at the
same time to provide some protection for
the children in wet or very hot weather, Not
far distant was a group school not being
used. It had tenchers’ quarters alongside.
The people made an offer to the Govern-
ment to dismantle, cart, and re-erect the
teacheis’ quarters at the school and do
everything under the Government's super-

vision. The department turned down the
scheme, In another casc a small shed was
required, and the parents and cilizens
offered £10 lowards the cost. They were

pretty hard up too. But again the Director
of Eduecation had to refuse because ne said
there was no money provided for such pur-
poses. I know that the Edueation Vote is
very large, bat T think it 13 a great pity that
the Government cannot have a small por-
tion set aside for purposes of this kind.
They are not very hig requirements.

Hon. G. B. Wood: But there are a lot of
them.

Hon. W, J. MAXY: There may be a num-
ber of them, but it must not be forgotten
that the conntry school youngster does not
get hnlf the advantages and facilities that
the eity children do, and if there is any
possibility of preference being given to
make sehools comfortable, it shonld be given
to conntry schools. I know of ome school
where it is as eold as chavity in winter and
like an oven in summer. No city children
are asked to put up with conditions like
that. T would like fo see the Government
put by a portion of the Edueation Vote in
order that small necessities throughont the
eountry mizht be provided as far as pos-
siblee. I hope the Government will give
greater consideration to the applications for
workers” homes in the country. I under-
stand that the ratio of approvals iz some-
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thing like four in the metropolitan area to
one in the country. I had oecasion to ask
recently that the application of a copntry
worker should be expedited if possible.
That application has been in for some
months, but I was told that he would have
to wait at least 12 months before he could
cxpeet the application to be dealt with.
Hon, G. Fraser: That is usunal.

Hon. W. J. MAXNX: I am not saying it
is not, but it seems a pity that this very esti-
mable work eannot be expedited. The work-
ers’ homes sclieme has proved a suecess. There
are hundreds of young people residing in
their own homes now with a sense of security
which they would never have had but for
this scheme. I have only one other matter
to which T will refer. I had intended to
deal with the necessity for mueh greater
attention being given to the tourist busi-
ness in this State, but as my remarks cover
a wide range, I propose to reserve them
for another time. One thing I must refer
to, however, and that is a matter which
was touched upon by my colleague earlier
this afiernoon: that is the necessity for
the rebuilding of Cave House at Yallingup.
I have spoken so often on this subject that
hon. members are fully acquainted with
the reasons why it should be done. I, how-
ever, differ from my colleagne in one
respect. I am not in favour of handing
over this matter to the State CGardens
Board.

Hon. H. Tuckey: You would get some-
thing done.

Hon, W. J. MAXNN: T am sure something
will be done. 1 know the Chief Secretary
is keen on this work heing put in hand,
and I hope when he replies to this debate
he will he able to indicate that the
Government propose to commence the work
immediatelv. An interjection was made
that if the Cave House was handed over
to the State Gardens Board, we would get
somewhere. I ask the hon. member who
has just interjected to tell me one in-
stance duoring the last five vears of the
State (Gardens Board having done any-
thing for Yallingup, Margaret River, or
Augusta Caves.

Hon. J. Cornell: They have nothing to
do with those ecaves.

Hon. W. J. MAXX: They bhave done
nothing in the past and I have no eon-
fidenee that they will do anything in the
future.
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HON, J. CORNELL (South) [6.13]: I do
not wish to detain the House long, but
having made a few interjections during the
debate, and having asked certain questions,
I feel it incumbent upon me to say a few
words. The first thing with which I have
to deal is the question of preference 1o
unionisis as institnted by the Tender
Board.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You used to advocate
that at one time..

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have never advo-
cated it. I do not advoeate it now. Some
hon. members seem to have lulled them-
selves into a position of false seenrity as
a result of the answer given (by way of a
statement from the Premier) to the opposi-
tion to this eclause in the tender form to
the effect that the clause in the contract
which eame under the aegis of the Tender
Board had been referred back to the Ten-
der Board. That does not alter the position
which exists. According to the Minister
to-day, and according to the Premier, every
contract let by the Public Works Depari-
ment and every confract approved by the
Commissioner of Main Roads. has a clause
to the effect that preference of employ-
ment shall be given to members of recog-
nised unions.

Member: Only ‘‘recognised unions’’?

Hon. J. CORNELL: We know what
‘‘recognised unions’’ mean. I presnme a
recognised union would be one which pro-
vided for membership of the particular
class of men likely to be employed in con-
nection with the contract concerned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. CORNELL:: Prior to the tea ad-
journment I made brief reference to the
Government’s policy of preference to union-
ists and I endeavoured to reply to an in-
terjeetion as to what was meant by a recog-
nised union. I think I said that a recognised
or appropriate union would be a union con-
cerned with a particular class of work, as
set out in the contract. Assuming for the
sake of illustration that it was a workers’
homes contraet, a recognised or appropriate
union there would be, to begin with, that
conterned with the putting down of the
foundation; then would come the brick-
layers, the carpenters, the plumbers, the
painters, and the labourers associated with
those allied trades. Aeccording to the clause
in the Public Works contract, every one of

353

those workmen would have to he a unionist
before he could get a job. So preference
would be given to the men who were mem-
bers of those several unions. The question
of preference, that is to say, the question
whether 2 man was or was not a member of
an appropriate union, would be asecertained
by the contractor putting the question to the
workman, “Are you a member of such and
such a union?” As to whether the man was
a financizal member, the contractor wonld
settle that by asking to see his contribution
card. If there are sufficient unionists offer-
ing for any work specified in any tender
from the Public Works Department, 4 non-
unionist will not be considered; that is to
say, if this policy of preference to unionists
is to be carried out it will be carried out in
that way. If there are sufficent unionists
available, nobody else will be employed.
Now we come to the second part: If mem-
bers will refresh their memory they will find
that where any person who is engaged is
not a member of a recognised nnion he must
within 14 days of his employment make
application to join the appropriate union,
and he must complete that application. As
to when he shall complete the application
there is nothing very definite said, but he
must apply to be admitted as a unionist
within 14 days of his engagement. Here
again, if he does not comply I take it the
terms of the contraet are such that it will
fall npon the employer to replace him, and
if a uniomist is offering, to employ that
unionist instead of continning to employ
that non-unionist; and if a unionist is not
offering, there certainly would be somebody
who would readily make the applieation to
join the union, and complete that appliea-
tion. I suppose that for every pound in-
volved in a Tender Board contract there
would be £10 or £20 in a Public Works
contract. And by the way, according to the
answer given to my question to-day, those
terms I have referred to were sent to the
Tender Board through the usunal ehannel
for incorporation in the tender form. Sure-
ly, “the usuwal channel” indicates a diree-
tion given from a Minister of the Crown, if
not from the Cabinet itself. For it was a
Cabinet decision, and I understand that
Cabinet has not a secretary, so in all proba-
bility a Cabinet decision wounld be sent along
by the Premier.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think that
anyone but the Treasurer can give suck an
instruetion from Cabinet.



334

Hon. J. CORNELL: Well, according to
the answer given to to-day's question the
Cabhinet decision was sent along to the Ten-
der Board for incorporation in the tender
form. The only argument now can be as to
the phraseology used by the Tender Board;
and the langnage used in the contraet form
of the Public Works Department is much
the same as that in the tender form. We
konow that for quite 2 long while the ques-
tion of preference to unionists has been in-
sisted upon in Government sustenance work
and other work that comes under the direct
influence of the Government. The susten-
anee worker and the road worker have been
forced to take out A.W.U. tickets.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The poor old
A'W.U.,; are there no other unions?

Hon, J. CORXELL: I presume that if
there are other unions involved the appro-
priate foreman will interest himself and
see to it that all those on publiec works
join the union,

Hon. C. B. Williams:
than 2,000 in the A W.U.
others?

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the Government
adopt the poliecy of preference to unionists
the unionists themselves will see to it that
the policy embraces all of them. It would
never do to put sueh a policy into operation
in regard to only a few unions, leaving out
the others. The Government have no right
to say that one body of men shall eome
under the class of work catered for by the
AWU. and not have to take out & ficket,
whereas men doing other work would have
to take ont tickets. I warn the Cabinet
that to ask a sustenance worker to take out
the ordinary form of ticket without eon-
sideration as to his obligations and as to the
wage he is receiving as a half-time worker,
is nothing short of an outrage and will not
bear any close serutiny at all. I ean look
back to the day when most unions did not
ask a man to contribute his fees when he
was ont of work; his contributions ceased
while he was out of work. But the posi-
tion to-day is that none of these niceties
ippear to come into the sitnation. By way
f interjection 1 said that if the money in-
volved in the transaction was money sub-
seribed or found by the unionists, there
vould be some justitication in adopting this
rolicy of preference to unfonists, this prin-
siple that a man who earns his daily bread
pust join a union beecause it is the Govern-

There are fewer
‘Where are the
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ment policy. But by no stretch of the ima-
vination can the amount of money involved
be construed as being the prerogative of
any section of the community to contribufe;
it is a contribution by all sections of the
ecommunity; all sections of the community
are taxed to find every shilling that is in-
volved in a publie works contract or a main
roads contraet, but &8 man who is forced to
confribute is asked to join a union in order
to zet back some of what he bas contributed
towards the upkeep and the continnity of
this State. He is asked to contribute more—
I am not going into the political side of it
because that, like Nemesis, is hovering
appropriately over the present Goveroment
by reason of the action involved. But I
want to get a little higher; I can recollect a
yuarter of a century ago when the Labour
Party of this State was returned with 36
members in another place. It endeavoured
in a lawful manner to have the principle
of preference to unionists placed on the
statute book. The Government realised
that though they had 36 members ;out
of 30 in another place, Parliament] is
made up of two Chambers, and there
was another House to take into con-
sideration. They endeavoured to have em-
bodied in the Industrial Arbitration Aet of
1912 the principle of giving to the Arbitra-
tion Court diseretion on the qnestion of
preference to unionists. This is a tribunal
set up, largely by labour unions themselves,
to deal with industrial disputes. The Gov-
ernment of the day failed, and have failed
since, to induce a united Parliament to agree
to placing this power in the hands of the
Avbitration Court. Let members go back
to May, 1933, and te 1927, when the Labour
Government came back. An endeavour was
made then to have this done. In 1833, the
Labour Government came back with a ma-
jority of ten, and endeavoured to get the
Legislature to give this specific power to
the court. Let members go back 18 months,
when the Government were returncd by the
skin of their teeth, with a majority of one,
it is true, but representing a minority of
the electors of aunother place. They said
then, **Our policy, so far as every penny
we spend, shall be one of preference to
unionists in all public works contracts, in all
Government tenders, main roads work, and
Government expenditure generally.” It was
to be a question of preference to unionists,
I think that is wrong.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you only think
so?

Hon., J. CORNELL: That is how I feel
about it. I have said it was immoral.

The Honorary Minister: You did not al-
ways think so.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If men are to be co-
erced into becoming unionists, they ean only
be forced by the Legislature giving the neces-
sary power to the Court of Arbitration. The
New Zealand Labour Government have said
by Act of Parliament that alt Arbitration
Counrt awards shall contain a clanse provid-
ing for preference to unionists.

Hon. G. Fraser: That country must be
a long way ahead of this State.

Hon, J. CORNELL: So it is. In New
Zealand, Ministers have pooled their sal-
aries, with the result that, instead of a Bill
being introduced to increase salaries in the
House of Representatives there, the pool-
ing has provided another £100 a year for
every member of the Labour Party not in
the Ministry. We have a long way to go
to cateh XNew Zealand in that respect.
Ministers in this State have never pooled
their salaries and given other members of
the party in Parliament a further £100 a
year.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How do you know
they have not done so?

Hon, J. CORNELL: I do not know that
they bave done so. I have never been an
advoeate of preference to unionists, or
rather eompulsory onionism. It has been
said that the clause in the tender forms
amounts to compulsory unionism, The Chief
Secretary shakes his head.

The Chief Secretary: I say it does not.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If an insnfficient
number of unicnists iz available for any
particular work, those non-unionists who are
employed on it shall within 14 days join
the union. If that is not compulsory union-
ism, I do not know what it is. Whilst arbi-
tration is largely maintained becanse of
unions, a certain amount of obligation is
cast upon all those who benefit as the result
of the work of unionists to eontribnte some-
thing towards the cost. There is some room
for argument on that score. Unionists as
well as employers who have to go to the
Arbitration Coutt should be relieved of a
great deal of the burden now cast upon them.
The point is, who should lay down the prin-
ciple of preference to unionists, the eourt
or the Government! Cabinet has only laid
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it down as a principle, because the Legisla-
ture would not give diseretionary jower to
the vourt to do so. My argument has always
been that if a person cannot he reasonnd with
to join an organisation, the organi=abion is
better off without him. One of the most
ardent opponents of compulsory unionisnr
[ have ever known sat in the seat of the
Honorary Minister 23 years ago, and intro-
duced the 1912 Industrial Arbitration Aect.
He =aid that up te the second Broken Hill
strike he had believed in all men being unine-
ists. They had won the first strike cn that
question, but had lost the second, beeause
the men had all become unionists, and those
who had been forced to join were the very
men who let the others down. From then
on to the day of his death he was opposed
to eompulsory unionismn. e have heord
ahout Faseist organisations and Communism,
and we have heard from the Premier ard
others regarding the wisdom of endeavouring
to perpetnate our present legislative inetitu-
tions, the freedom that surrounds them, and
the frecedom of action upon which they are
built. Al these Fascist organisations mean
submerging the Legislature, submerging the
Government, as is the case with Italy, unti
the country is in the hands of one man.
Nazism, as I understand it, means the sub-
merging of all the free institutions that
Germany enjoyed at one time. The largest
party in the German Parliament at the time
of the war was made up of Social Demo-
crats, and the leading thought in Europe
consisted of social demoeracy. The submerg-
ing of all those institutions has led to the
control of sitnations by half a dozen men.
We know that freedom of thought has been
snbmerged in Russja, where the control is
in the hands of the few.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There were no dzmo-
crats to submerge in Russia at the time of
the revolution.

Hon, J. CORNELL: There were a few,
but there the government is now by a few.
As we know, the Legislature as a whole of
this State deelined to vest in the Court of
Arbitration diseretionayy power to grant
preference to unionists, but the power taken
by Cabinet represents the submerging of
Parliament by giving the control te half o
dozen men. Whetber the Goverminent in-
tend to go on with that policy, I do not
know.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
Trades Hall, does it not?

Thar depends on
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Hon. .JJ. CORNELL: Since sustenance
workers and others have been forced
havstily into joining unions, unionists on the
goidilelds 1 have met durving the last two or
three years, wen who hitterly opposed me
during the war on the question of eonserip-
tion, have said to me “Jim, you advocated
conseription in a very wide field, and to-day
quite a number of people whe oppesed con-
seription are enforeing indusirial conserip-
tion in a very narrow and harsh sense.”
Thai is what we are coming to. I do not
wish anyvthing [ have said to be taken a-
beine vindictive azainst the Government. 1
am not in any way vindictive, Most of the
members of Cabinet I have known for a lonyr
time,  After an association with working
men extending over half a century, I do
think the (lovernment have taken n false
step. They have taken the step which pre.
vious Governments refused to take. ‘L'hey
have got themsclves into a position from
which, if they do not soon retract, they will
be unable to extricate themselves. In the
interests of good and fair government, and
of the men themselves, I eounsel toleration
on behalf of those they are endeavouring
industrially to eonseript.  If that course
were to be followed, the Government would
probably retain the Tespect that they are
gradually losing; and if they do mnot re-
tract, they will deserve to lose that respect.
I wish to make one or two points relative
to Sunday trading. T join with Mr, Parker
4n his remarks rogarding the licensing laws.
I =hall not enter into any controversy re-
garding Sunday hotel trading on the gold-
ficlds because, taken by and large, I main-
tain  that Sunday trading is rampant
thronghout Australia. We know that there
is a speak-easy lhere and a speak-easy there,
and if a person desirves to get a drink on a
Sunday, he can get it.  Almost from my
earliest recollections on the goldfields, I have
appreciated the fact that climatic conditions
there are probably more conducive to a de-
sire to drink than anywhere else I know of.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: What about
Marble Bar?

Hon, J. CORNELL: I understand there
js a beer strike in progress there. Then,
aeain, I take the view that if a glass of beer
will not hurt a man on any day from Mon-
day to Saturday, and it is available to him
when he wants it, T fail to see why he should
uot be in a position to have a drink on a
‘Sunday. There is the alternative that may
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Ye advanced in the suggestion that if a man
desires a drink on Sunday, he can buy 1t on
Saturday and toke it home with him. That
is the last place to which I would advise any
man to take his drink. Generally speaking,
our licensing laws are, in my opinion, 20
vears behind the times. I agree with almost
every word used by the Premier of Tas-
mania, Mr. Ogilvie, who, when spesaking on
this subject, asserted that on the question
of drinking, and several other such topies,
we in Australin are suffering from smug
demoeracy and stnag hypoerisy.

Ilon. C. B. Williams: You do not put the
parsons in with us in that respeet?

Hon, J. CORNELL: T think the parsons
arc largely the product of ourselves, Any-
one who had anything to do with the Great
War is able to appreciate what hap-
pened in Eurcpe then and what has hap-
pened since, and will realise the position. A
Frenchman, for instance, can be accompanied
by his wife and the maun can enjoy his drink
while his wife sips her eup of tea No one
abuses the privilege. The time is long over-
due in Western Australia for drastie altera-
tions in our liquor laws. I would advoeate
a limited form of Sunday trading. We hear
people going inte hvsteries about all the
home land does. If you say anything about
the home land, you are apt to get your eye
filled. People who suggest that drinking is
wrong on Sundays, conveniently forget that
in the home land a man can get his drink on
a Sunday. I understand that in Mr, Nichol-
son’s country the hotels close only when a
funeral passes by.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The hotels there are
not open on Sundayvs.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I have always been
at a loss to understand how the Scotsman at-
tained his holding eapacity. I understand
from what Mr, Nicholson says that Scotsmen
must drink enough on Saturdavs fo earry
them over Sundays. I will support any rea-
sonahle measure for the liberalisation of the
liquor laws that will enable Sunday drinking
not to be regarded as an evil but as a privi-
lege to be enjoved by those who require a
stimulant. The only qualification I would
suggest is that the privilege shall not be
abused. That is the position as it applies
in Continental countries, and that is what
shorld obtain here. I have one son and all
T have enjoined upon him is that if he does
not drink alcoholic liquor, he will lose a lot
of conviviality.
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Hon. C. B, Williams: Hear, hear!

Hen. J. CORNELL: I have told my son
that if he docs drink, he must drink like
a gentleman; let the other fellow drink him-
self under the table, but he must not atlow
himself to drink in that way. If we preach
and practice that prineiple, we will go a long
way towards obviating the abuse of a privi-
lege. So far as my goldfields constituents
are eoncerned, if the Government are pre-
pared to introduce a Bill to liberalise Sun-
day trading conditions and eut out the hona
fide traveller provisions of the Act—at any
rate the motor car has practically settled the
bona fide traveller—I am prepared to sup-
port such a measure. On the other hand, if
the Government are not prepared, in view
of the comments indulged in regarding Sun-
day trading, to ask the Legislature to move
with the times, T think they should enforce
the law as it stands. If they will move
in this direction and the legislature re-
fuses to institute reforms that will ad-
vanece with the times, there is no justification
for the Government being too harsh for the
time being. They could tell the people that
if they were not satisfiel with a par-
tial enforecement of the law in a logical
manner, they could put them out at the next
election. With regard to the emergency
legislation, I understand there are only two
of the Acts remaining on the statute-book.
In my opinion they should be wiped off the
statute-book or, as an alternative, we should
review the situation in the light of experience
and say to the people affected, “We have
made provision regarding interest and condi-
tions, and that is a fair thing. We will alter
the conditions that necessitated this legisla-
tion, and start off afresh.” The present
situation does seem absurd. We are giving
all but one or two seetions of the community
relief from various portions ¢f the emergency
legislation, and yet are perpetuating the im-
positions where others are econcerned. Then
there is the guestion of superannuation. We
are long overdue for specific efforts in the
direction of a system of superannuation for
Government emplovees. There may be some
excuse where the civil servants are concerned
for this negleet in the past, bet T eannot
see any where the police are concerned.
For many years the police have been asked
to contribute so much from their salaries to-
wards the provision of retiring allowanees,
whereas the civil servants have merely heen
asked to satisfy the Public Service Commis-
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sioner that they have insurance policies for
£200 at death. I know the State is short of
money, and it looks as though we shall
continue in that position for a long time, The
only people entitled to receive superannna-
tion to-day are similaxly situated to some of
us. They are reaching the end of their tether,
and it will not be long before no one will be
entifled to superannoation unless something
15 done soon. Finally, 1 wish to reiterate
what I said last session regarding the finan-
cial emergency tax and the income tax. The
former has grown to a return of £1,000,000
or more, and if that tax is {o be re-enacted,
for the love of Heaven, let its title be
ehanged! The newspapers publish reports
that we are round the eorner and enjoying
an excellent wave of prosperity. If that is
so, then the tax is surely not a finaneial
“emergency” tax but a financial “necessity”
tax. I wunderstand the Sounth Australian
Government have emerged from their diffi-
culties as well as we have, and they have not
required te have reeourse to two classes of
taxation as we have. Let us face the situa-
tion and admit that the finaneial emergency
tax muost remain. That Theing so, let us
merge the two taxes into one. To-day there
are men in receipt of £3 15s. 0d. who have
contributed nothing towards either tax, On
the other hand, there are thousands of men
in the Central, South, and Fast Provinces,
and some in the North Province, who are
slngged every time and can eseape from
neither impost.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And they have to
pay an extra penny for their beer,

Hon. J. CORNELL: We are long over-
due for a proper overhaul of our methods of
taxation, and one tax only should be im-
posed, one that will be more equitable than
the present arrangement.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.13]:
Criticism has emanated from the members
of the Governmeni regarding the treatment
of industrial Bills in this House. Perhaps
there is a little justification for that com-
plaint, and the treatment meted out to those
Bills may not have been quite all that it
could have been. On the other hand, I
would point out that extreme protection has
been given to industrial workers who are
organised, and very little consideration shown
to workers who are not organised. I have
particularly in mind at the moment, having
just returned from a visit to the North
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where the matter was brought back to me
again, the protective legislation passed for
the welfare of such people as shearers. Pro-
vision is made for the eonstruction of sheds
that must conform to ecrtain regulations and
include speeial provisions for heds, showers,
and so forth. No one has any objection tu
that. But when it comes to the out-camp
man who lives on the stafion and who hears
the heat and borden of the day, no protec-
tion is given to him at all. Some of the out
camps at the bigger stations are a diszrace,
and T am a station man. There are sheds
which are made up of no more than tour
posts and ti-tree, I consider that where sta-
tion-owners are not prepared to give decent
accommodation to the men living in many
ea<es 3 miles from the homestead, where
the only seenery is a windmiil, thex should
be compelied to provide at least a certain
standard which, I am sorry to say, to-day is
not to he found at all the stations. I hope T
am not treading on the corns of North-West
members, but 1 have discussed this wirtk men
who live in the North, and they agree with
me—and some members who have lived in
the North will also agree with me—that
many station owners, well-to-do, are not pro-
viding for their out-camp men that accom-
modation to which those men are entitled.
The main objeet of my few remarks to-night
is to draw attention to the vermin menave.
We have given a great deal of consideration
to this question—the Pastoralists’ Assecia-
tion, the Royal Agvicultural Society, the
Road Board Assoeciation and the Primary
Prolduvcers’ Association have discussed the
question, and have urgently brought under
notire the great depredations by vermin, par-
ticularly dogs and foxes. Other kind< of
vermin were algo disenssed, but the great-
ext fear of all farmers or stock owners is
the danger arising from dogs and foxes, I
have ohtained some figures, and I find that
where the bonns has heen reduced the num-
ber of dogs eaught was alzo smaller. When
the bonus was raised so the number of dozs
and fox secalps sent in increased. Up to
April, 1934, the honus on dogs was £2 per
head, and in that year no fewer than

12,720  sealps were paid for. The
bonus was then reduced to £1. and
the number of scalps  immediately

drvopped to 10,801. Since then the num-
ber killed has remained more or less
stationary in spite of the admittedly large
increase in the number of dogs in the dif-
ferent localities. The bonus on foxes in
1935-1936 was 5s., and in that year the num-
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her of sealps sent in was 32,711. In 1936-
37, the bonus was reduced to 2s, 6d., and the
number killed dropped to 26,889, a fall of
8,000, and this in spite of the great increase
in the number of the vermin. Eagles are
minor things. The point I wish to make s
that in the North where dogs were hecoming
under control, the pest is now sweeping
through the country in waves never previ-
ously experienced. On the station in which
I have a small interest, and which is 180
miles from Carnarvon, 40 dogs were
recently caught by a half-caste who will

reccive £4 per skin., The road board
will contribute £1, the station-owner
£2, and the fourth £1 will be paid
by the Central Vermin Board, There

liave never heen so many dogs killed on that
station for many years. On stations where
dogs had never previpusly been seen the
vermin are now making their appearance.
The same thing applies to foxes. In places
where previously they had never been seen
they are now to be found carrying on de-
struction. The amount of woney in the
Central Vermin Fund is not sufficient to pay
more than the bonus at present given, that
is, £1 per dog and 2s, 6d. per fox, and a
similar amount for eagles. It was pointed
out by the conference which we attended, and
at whieh there were present members of the
Central Vermin Board and pastoralists from
Wiluaa, that money for the payment of the
bhonns for the destruction of dogs would
in some way or other have to be increased.
The question arises, how this is fo be done.
Figures were obtained, and it was found that
farmers and graziers sinee the inception of
the vermin tax had paid no less a sum than
£260,000 for the destruction of vermin—doas
and foxes. That amount would be in addi-
tion to the vermin rafe struck by

the particular read boards. The Gov-
ernment have mnever given one penny;
ne money at all has been alloeated

from Consolidated Revenue for the de-
struction of vermin. It was contended at
the eonference, and rightly so, that the de-
predations of dogs and foxes bad a serious
effect on the community as a whole. It was
held that the question was definitely a
national one, and at least sections of the
eommunity other than those concerned should
be asked to contribute towards raising the
money which is so absolutely essen-
tial for doubling the bonus on dozs
from £1 to £2, so as to provide ap-
proximately £26,000 per annum. If one-



{31 Acvocrsr, 1937.]

fourth of the land rents could be set
aside for this specific purpose, sufficient
would be raised to provide the extra money.
I understand that a fourth of the land tax
would approximate £30,000, and it would
also have the effect of seeuring contributions
from sections of the community other than
those engaged in agriculture and stock-rais-
ing. I hope the Government will give seriouns
consideration to the aspeet of providing
from the land tax rather than from Consoli-
dated Revenue, funds required for this very
necessary purpose. The Victorian Govern-
ment contribute from Consolidated Revenue
roughly €90,000 a year for the destruetion of
vermin. That Government realise the neces-
sity existing to-day for the destruection of
vermin, and I hope something similar will be
done by the Western Australian Govern-
ment. T should like to add that a deputation
is being arranged to wait on the Minister
for Agrienlture as soon as he is able to re-
ceive if, to urge the necessity for dealing
with this question as soon as possible. I
should like to add a few words on borrow-
ing. Wae are told, and I helieve it to be true,
that we are very close to a wave of pros-
perity. I believe we are going to have
a period of prosperity the like of
which we have not seen for many
years, more partienlarly  induostrially
than in any other way. Everything
points to it. Perhaps therefore the time is
opportune to express some views on what in
my opinion the Government should do in
times of prosperity as against times of de-
pression.  From 1926 to 1931 the average
Australian Government borrowing was £31,-
000,000 per annum-—Commonweslth and
States. From 1930 to 1934, our depression
years, this dropped to £25,000,000, and the
eliect, of course, was to intengify the de-
pression. That was very obvious. The de-
pression struek us, and immediately Govern-
ments reduced their horrowing by £6,00,-
000. The Commonwealth at that time
was the greatest offender. They cur-
tailed their horrowing for publie works
from 8.2 millions to £2,000,000, thus throw-
ing on the States the full burden of reliev-
ine unemplovment, T think the States
appreciated that faet at the time. In the
States the net loan expenditure dropped
from €25,000,000 in 1929-30, to £12,500,000
in 1930-31, and down to 6.2 millions in
1031-32.  The point is that when private
employment was unable to absorb workers
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the Governments were in the same position
and they deliberately, through the difficulty
of ohtaining woney and other causes, re-
duced the amount of their horrowings, The
question  avises, what then should be the
policy of Governments in times of depres-
sion? It seems obvious that the Govern-
ment should endeavour to create an even
balance by deliberately ecurtailing public
works in prosperous times; first of all be-
cause private enterprise is more able to pro-
vide the employment necessary, and secondly
it would have the effect of reducing competi-
tion for money, and thus help to keep down
the rate of interest. In times of depression
when private enterprise is nnable to provide
employment, then should Governments use
their ufmost to borrow considerably more
money for public works, and thus even up
the position hetween prosperity and depres-
sion as muech as possible.

Hon. H. Seddon: Where are you going
ts get the money?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Tt is possible to get it

Hon, H. Seddon: How?

Hon. L. CRATIG: On the local market.

Hon, H. Seddon: Tt is not there.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is. If the Common-
wealth Government could have borrowed
money during the depression—

Hon, H. Seddon: They korrowed all they
were able to horrow,

Hon. L. CRAIG: T do not think so,

Hon. H. Seddon: I am sure of it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Now there will be a
little voiee erving in the wilderness about
lotteries. I do not object to lotteries in any
way. I consider they are doing excellent
work and fulfiling a need, but what I objeet
to is definite advertising to encourage people
to invest in lotteries. That was never the
intention of Parlamoent, nor should it be
the intention of the Government to enconr-
aze people to put money into lotteries.

Hen. J. M. Macfarlane: Theve arve people
woinw around the vountry advocating it.

Hon, L. CRALG: T kave culled two adver-
tisements from the newspapers. One of
them, presumably inzerted by the Lotteries
Comnmission, reads—

The Wonders of 2s. Gd.

The humble half-erown, alone it’s worth
thirty pence . ... What is its probable value
when converted into a ticket in No. 53 Chari-
ties Comsultation? . . . . £2,500, £1,000, £500,
It might beeome any
one of the 2,396 prizes which will be distri-
buted . . . . Aay one of them will show a
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substantial increase on the original thirty
pence, {ive your 2s. 6d. a chance to work for
you,

There is a direet invitation to people to eon-
tribute to lotteries, Such an advertisement
wonld probably have a very serious effect on
youths. Seeing an advertisement like that
they might be induced to contribute, where-
as otherwise they might have no intention of

doing so. To insert such an advertisement
is quite wrong. Another advertisement
reads—

See what 23, 6d. Might Do,

£2,500 wonld be a handsome profit on an in-
vestment of 2s. 6d. and it is possible tor yom
to obtain that profit by buying a ticket in
No. 52 Charitics Consultation,

£2,500—why, that would mean the independ-
ence you have so Jong hoped for. Pounds to
spend without first counting your pence. Money
to invest in a home, n car or a holiday, and
still have a sound balance at the bank.

Such advertising is morally wrong. Let us
provide for the nced for which lofteries
were created, but we should stop at this
cheap form of advertising to induce people
to invest their money when otherwise they
probably would not do se. A few days ago
I made some inquiries about aborigines, of
whom I saw quite a number hanging around
the town of Carnarvon, peering into win-
dows. I asked one or two station owners
whether they would employ the men and
the reply was, “Definitely we wonld not
cmploy them.” Station managers are pre-
pared to employ some natives, but there is
a feeling that those hanging around towns
are unsuitable for employment. The police,
I understand, are doing their work quite
well and providing the natives with rations
as instructed, but it secms to me that the
site for the native camp should be at some
distance from the town. When I suggested
this to various people, the reply was, “Yes,
the camp should be away from the town
where there would be some inducement for
the natives to go out and perhaps do a cer-
tain amount of labour on stations” Ob-
viously there are thousands of foxes and in
parts many dogs. I inguired whether natives
could be put on to destroying those pests
and the reply was, “No, they would not go
it they were told to go.” Apparently the
town is the attraction. My remarks do not
apply so much to the older natives or to the
grown natives, but the children are becoming
loafers and I am afraid they will never re-
ceive employment on stations so long as they
are given rations and allowed to go indis-
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eriminately into the town. If this sort of
thing is happening at Carnarvon, it is proh-
ably happening elsewhere. The camps
shonld be Jocated as far as possible from
white settlement so that the instinets of the
natives to do something useful might be en-
couraged. We have excellent boys on one
station, boys who are always happy, but
they are of quite a different type. As soon
as a native comes info contact with a town
he seems to deteriorate. If that is so, surely
it would be wise to distribute the rations
50 or 60 miles from the town, Jotor lorries
are being despatched from the towns almost
daily, and surely the rations could be for-
warded to the camps and the natives kept
away from the towns.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In one town in the
North a part of a picture show is set apart
for natives.

Hon. L. CRAIG: When natives are on
rations they should not be encouraged to
remain around a town. At times they ob-
tain liquor, and then they are apt to get into
touch with dereliet whites and half-caste
children are born that become a burden on
the Government. While I was in the North
I obtained some astounding figures relating
to whaling. 1 do not kmow to whom the
whalers pay a license fee and I believe that
they pay only a small sum. T was informed
that . the whalers were taking £6,000 to
£10,000 worth of oil per day off the eoast
at Carnarvon at present.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The manager told me
they averaged that much.

Hon. L. CRAIG: A 40-ton whale could be
treated and turned into oil in 20 minutes,
and the catch expected by the two factory
ships was 1,000 whales each. So great was
the supply of oil being obtained that 300
tons of erude motor spirit was tipped over-
board to make room for whale oil. 1t
seemed wrong that probably millions of
pounds worth of oil shonld be taken from
Western Australian waters in one year and
that all this wealth should go to a foreign
country, while all the State obtained was
perhaps £3,000 or £4,000 in the shape of
liecense fees.

Hon. E. H. Angelo:
amount to £1,000,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Does the Chief Secre-
tarv know how much the whaling fleet pay
by way of license fees?

The Chief Secretary: The amount is very
small.

I think the fees
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Hon. L. CRAIG: It is wrong that such a
€olossal amonnt of wealth should be taken
away and that the State should get so little
in return., I believe that the whalers fish
within the three-mile limit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: No.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Yes, they do.

The Chief Secretary: We san only give
them a license for territorial waters.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The fact that the Gov-
evnment grant a license for the whalers to
fish in territorial waters shows that ibey
do fish there.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And they are going
to turn some of that oil into margarine
and sell it to us.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is so. We should
certainly get a larger return from such a
lucrative industry. I support the motion.

HON. C, B. WILLIAMS (South) [8.40]:
I wish to thank you, Mr, President, and
Mr. Cornell particularly for having assisted
me when I was quite unable to atfend to
many matters that constituents expect of us.
It is pleasing to think that in the course of
nine years this was one in which we have
not been required te face the expenses of
an election. I trust that the result of the
election next vear will be agreeable. It is
certainly sad to see a member pushed out
into the eold world after an election, and I
for one hope that we shall all be here next
year. I should probably not have spoken
on this motion but I understand the Govern-
ment have introduced a Bill to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act. There are
some features of the existing law relating to
miners that T should like to sec amended on
the lines of the requests presented to the
Minister for Mines during his recent visit
to the fields. 1 refer to a widow who se-
cures & lump sum settlement and who can
immediately go on the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund and draw 30s. a week, whereas an-
other widow who roceives her compensation,
not in a lump sum but by weekly instal-
ments, has to exhaust the £600 of compen-
sation before she is entitled to benefit under
the Mine Workers' Relief Fund. Thus onc
woman gets £600 in a lump sum plus 30s.
a week from the date of payment, while
another receives only her weekly allowance.
Although I have faith in our magistrates, T
do not think it right that a magistrate who
deals with these eases should be associated
with the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund as

chairman. When the law was framed it pro-
vided that the resident magistrate should be
the one person having the right to award
8 lump sum or alloeate the money at so
much per week. The magistrate should not
hold a dual position of that kind. He can
award Mrs. Jones £600 compensation in a
limp sum and as chairman of the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund he, representing the
Government, is able to tell Mrs. Thomas
that she will be paid only so mach per week.
No manshould be placed in a position
that will enable him to give money to one
person and withhold it from another.

Hon. J. Cornell: The passing of the Mine
Workers” Relief Act altered the whole thing.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: That is so. It
is a contributory scheme, the State provid-
ing one-third of the monev. I admit that
jevery widow is not to be entrusted with
£6G00 in eash, In all the eases I have taken
before the magistrate, I have endeavoured
to do my best for the people concerned and
at the same time to let the magistrate know
whethey they were capable of handling the
money, and he has acted acecordingly. Re-
ference has been made to preference to
unionists. The A.W.U., of which I am
senior vice-president in this State, seems
to bhave » lot of stones thrown at ift. I
agree with those who say that sustenance
men should not be required to pay the same
amounnt as winers pay, but we have to fune-
tion for such men whether they helong to
the union or not. The present Government,
though a Labour Government, bave quite a
lot to learn zhout Labour principles. They
do not give the workers very much; they give
only what the workers are able {o demand.
Now as to this preference business. There
are 7,000-0dd sustenauce workers on Gov-
ernment, works, The Australian Workers'
Union does not possess 2,000 of them. To
the end of May that union had 3,100 men
in its construnction section, which embraces
sustenance workers and all other workers in
various industries the union eontrols. In its
mining branch the union has 8,000 men.
Yet with all these factors we lost £2,000 last
year. In fact, if the position does not im-
prove, we shall have to sack three officials at
the end of Deecember. Then why all this
song? Why not piek other unions? Why
always pick the A.W.U.? We have not
2,000 of the 7,000 workers employed by the
Goverument. It would be better for the Op-
posifion in another place to cease making
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political eapital ont of this matter. The
fees paid to the Labounr Party for services
rendered by the Trades Hall would mnot
amount to £60 a year. We have wasted much
more than that amount avgning in this
House whether the thing is right or wrong.
I have been an organiser of the umion for
years and I know just what compulsory
untonisin amounts to. I understand the idea
behind the Govermment’s policy to-day is
that certain big business firms in Perth re-
fuse to allow unions in their business or to
allow their employees to become interested
in vnions.

Members: That is not vight,

Hon. J. Cornell: It would be better to
tackle the question on those lines.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS : I uaderstand the
Ford works do not allow the employment of
union men, except fitters, even in this town,
I understand that a large electrieal firm
called (‘harles Atkins and Co. do not allow
trade unionists into certain sections of their
business.

Hon. J. Cornell: I do not think it is a
question of wages there,

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: It is not a ques-
tion of wages there or anywhere. Mr. Cor-
nell knows that. He knows all about that
phase. It is a question of union shops hav-
ing to provide union conditions and union
wages. Union shops have to pay top
wages.

Hon. J. M, Maefarlane: But the awards
are there.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am only going
on information I have received from the
unions. Letters have been guoted, probably
from *“C’" ¢lass men. At present I myself
am a ‘“‘C’" class man. As regards the let-
ters Mr. Thomson read out, I said the
writer of them was a liar, because when
money is deducted from ome’s pay one
gets an acknowledgment. WWhen I gave
permission to deduct money from my pay,
I always knew the reason for the dedue-
tion. The A'W.T. ask that certain men
should pay 23s. spread over a period of
three months. There has been no demand
for one payment of 23s., but for half-
erown instalments. For that the men have
the protection of the union, Onee a man
gets a ticket from the A.W.U., whether he
is working on sustenance or in any other
capacity, the ticket for 12 months holds
good throughout Australia, and not only in
the city of Perth. It gives the holder the
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right to work in a mine here or in the
Queensland canefields. He is asked to pay
6d. a week for his trade unionism. The
time has arrived when the Government
should put the unemployed on full time;
that is, those of the unempleyed who are
eligible to work for full time. The ‘‘C*’
elass men should be referred to the State
Chavities Department for sustenance. We
should not tax the country to send men on
jubs and do work which +when done by
them costs £8 or £10 whereas it should cost
only £4 or.£3. I am referring to the Norse-
man pipeline as an example. Hon, mem-
hers say the depression has passed, but the
present Government mmust understand that
thonsands of people are out of work in
I’erth and preferring te live in Perth on
the dole while other people have to go into
the mining industry and sacrifice their
health. Young men have left the farms be-
cause their fathers have gone broke or be-
cause of the banks restrieting overdrafts.
The young men have had to go to the mines
to work. This country is asked to earry
thousands of people hanging around Perth
on the dole. Those people must be satis-
fied to do so, or they would not remain in
that position for 24 hours. I do not be-
lieve in the Government hand-feeding and
spoon-feeding hundreds of people who will
not leave the city, Part-time should be eut
out and full-time at full rates of pay
should be made available for people able
te do that work. Those unable to do it
should remain on the charity of the State,
where they were prior to the depression.
It is deplorable to see thousands of young
wen tramping the couniry unable to get
work. This Couneil should do its part by
the country. This Couneil should pass in-
dustrial legislation whieh will give satis-
faction to the majority of the men and
women suffering in Western Australia. The
House has been blamed for not passing in-
dustrial legislation. T trust that during
this session the Council will not refuse to
pass such legislation, or if the House does
refuse I hope the Labour Party will have
stomach enough to take the Council on. No
long speeches, but go to the country on the
question whether the wings of the Counecil
shall be elipped. We members of the Lab-
our Party are supposed to come here with
one purpose only, to abolish the Legislative
Couneil. The Government look upon Mr,
Fraser as the white-haired hoy of the
Tpper House. Mr. Fraser is always chosen
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to move the adoption of the Address-in-
reply. Perhaps 1 am a bit jealous of the
hon. member. We both eame here together,
and on six occasions the hon. member has
heen choser to move the Address. All the
Governments of Western Australin shonld
be ashamed of themselves to know the
number of people, and particularly voung
men, seeking food and work, The present
Administration is supposed to he a work-
ing-ela=s Government. If the workers can-
not get a fair deal from the Labour Party
to whieh they contribute their cash, their
work, and their loyal support in season and
out of season, the time will come, and come
speedily, when the Labhour Party will go ount
of existence. It is only the sheer loyalty of
the workers who have stuck to the Labonr
Party and are sticking to the Government
now that keeps Lahour in office. The Labour
Party is content to remain in offiee with a
majority of only one. e should ery ount
because Labour members stay in office with
a majority of one while there are thousands
of workers unemployed and thousands re-
ceiving merely the dole of 30s. to 33x. a
week, Fight vears ago Mr. Baxter intvo-
duced into this Chamber taxation which
those of us who were loyal to the workers
opposed strenunously here. But the workers
still have legislation whieh infliets that faxa-
tion upon them, taxation imposed at the in-
stance of a National Government. We swore
this taxation was not for the benefit of the
people.  Yet members of the Labour Party
have to witness this same taxation placed on
the backs of the workers at the present time.
I trust that this year the emergencyr tax will
be abandoned. I notice that an hon.
member  has asked a question about the
amonnfs collected through the gold profits
tax and the emergency tax. The taxation
on gold amounts to very little more than the
emergency taxation. The Government of this
country should be ashamed to tax fhe
workers at only a few thousand pouends less
than the tax on gold production. When
gold-mining was down and ount, both the
State Government and the Federal Govern-
ment gave a lot of assistance to keep the in.
dustry alive. Now that the industry has had
four or five very prosperous vears, there is
no reason why it shouid not pay its share of
the taxation of the State in order to help the
farmers who are down and out, with debts
of thousands of pounds around their nerks.
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1Ion. J. Cornell: We should drop the tax
and take part of the preminm.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is what we
should do. I got to that stage of opinion
quite a long while ago. We are supposed
—snpposed, I say—to represent a party
which believes in the socialisation of industry.
Tn another place recently one hon. member
complained about the pies and the other
fool in the railway refreshment 1rooms.
Were the Labour Party honest in their
attempt to put inte effect their poliey of
socialisation of industry, bere is a direction
in which, in a small way, they eould com-
menee the work. They could socialise the
service on the railways so far as the dining
cars and refreshment rooms are concerned.
But evidently there is somecone very much
stronger than the Government, or the Gov-
ernment would not endure the ridicule
heaped upon them not only by people in
Western Australia but by people from other
parts. There must be more graft in the
Railway Department than one would con-
ceive possible. I drew attention once hefore
in this House to what happened at Kal-
eoorlie in regard to Peter’s Ice Cream Com-
pany and n man named Jack Hehir, I
pointed out how the share list showed that
the Commissioner and the Secrctary of Rail-
ways, and somebody named Hickey who was
then on the Tramspert Board, bad more
shares in that company than anyone outside
could get. Concessions were refused to the
man Hehir who was going te start an ice-
cream works. When he began those works,
coneessions were given the next day to
Peter’s Ice Cream Company in which all
those railway offieials were sharcholders. TE
that sort of thing was done then, it is done
now, and I want to know who is behind the
present tenderer who got the concessions on
the railways. It is a standing disgrace that
a party which is supposed to Dbelieve in the
socialisation of industry have not socialised
the eontrol of the refreshment rooms, al-
though the railways themselves are socialized.
It is a disgrace that they have not got o
man capable of conducting this serviee, but
have given it to someone who learnt how to
make pies when the war was on, and treats
us accordingly. I have had letters from the
police and the railway people and others re-
garding superannuation. I know the usnsl
excuse will be made for the failure to pro-
vide a measure along these lines—the excuse
that it is a Commonwealth matter. TFvery-
thing seems to be a Commonwealth matter,
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Lbut we should take some steps in this State
to introduce some method of superannuation,
not only for the Civil Service but also for
the public generally. The miners pay quite
a lot of money ont of their wages—4s, 6d.
to 5s. a pay—for practically no benefits
whatever; just medical attention and mine
workers’ relief. Thar scheme counld be elab-
orated and the workers asked to pay a lot
more than that so¢ that there would be some
insurance against sickness, unemployment,
ote,

Hon. .J. Cornell: Contributions to friendly
sovieties from the miners would hear inspee-
tion too.

Hon. C. B, WILLTAMS: That is so. I
have here a pamphlet entitled “The AW.TU.
Palicy.” It deals with “insurance against
all sicknesses, also personal aceidents du-
ing non-working hours." It iz issued by
the Australia DProvineial Assurance Asso-
ciation, Limited. I suppose the AW.C.
would say that they had nothing to do with

it, which is true. I draw attention to
the matter to show how alive these
people are to the possibilities, and
what Dbig mugs they think the men

are when they ask them to pay £2 12s a
vear for the benefits offered. It does, how-
ever, show the openings which must exist
for a superannuation scheme, not only for
civil servants but for all workers in this
State. These people asked the 8,000 miners
to contribute ahout £20,000 a year on
the basis set out for praetieally =nno
henefits  whatever, hecanse of the faet
that the Government take no interest
whatever so far as I ecan see, exeept
lo see whether they ean hang on
to office till the end of their term.
Some of the members of the Ministry are
getting old, and all of them have got the
superstitious idea that the Labour Govern-
ment eannot last any longer than six years,
that the swing of the pendulum must come,
and out they will go, but that the same old
team will eome back three years later. There
are 21 or 22 safe seats in the Assembly for
the Labour Party and there are about eight
to ten doumbtful. We have just enough to
make a majority. It is only a maj-
ority of two, but a majority of 'two
should not stultify any Government's
efforts to improve the lot of the people they
represent. It is a good majority. A major-
ity of any description is a good one, and
we have no right to sit down snd

[COUXCIL.]

cke out our time just monthing words.
I hope the Government will mot in-
troduce that iniquitous tax which members
have pointed out kit people out of the metrn-
politan area harder than anyone. The peo-
ple on the goldfields have to pay 33 per cent.,
or onc-third of their income in rent, against
25 per cent. in Perth. Yet the basic wage
earncr on the goldfields has fo pay taxes
whieh the basie wage earners in Mr. Fraser’s
constitueney do not pay. I hope the Labour
Party will not be brought to heel again in
this Chamber through a proposal to exempt
ministers of religion from the financial emer-
geney tax, Whoever put that suggestion
forward should be chastised. It was an
awful shame, an insult to people’s intelli-
genee, Which ministers of religion support
the Labonr Party? I have found them gen-
erally opposed to the Labour Party. Thers
is one section of the religions community
which wants the State to pay for its schools.
The others are generally more or less on the
side of the capitalist. One does not know
where one is with ministers of religion
in politiecs. T consider that the Labour
Party should keep elear of parsons of any
denomination at all, I saw that some of
them objected that they had not requested
the Government to exempt them from pay-
ment of the tax. So much to their glory. Tt
is appalline, however, to think that the
Labour Party should exempt the parsons and
priests with fat livings, and tax the poor
devils who have to go underground and
sweat their eyebrows off, risk their lives, and
face certain death when they are from 35 to
47 years old. I suppose I have to take my
share of the blame because I was not at the
eauens meeting when that was discussed. T£
I had been I would have dropped dead, but
I imagine the party got such a towelling
from this conservative Upper House on the
last occasion that the attempt to introduee
sach a clause will not he made again. If
my voiee could stop it, the proposal
would not get as far as this House. 1
hope that the Government will earry out
their election promises to the workers and
will endeavour to earry them out faster than
they are doing. Tt is no good the Govern-
ment getting rid of legislation by passing
it on to this Chamber where it will be thrown
out, and then sitting back and pointing to
the wonderful things they have done. They
have done nothing of the kind. The mem-
bers of the Government, as far as
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I see them, are more or less capital-
istically inelined. I do mnot want it
to be understood that [ am the only jobnny
in step, but the Premier must be placed in
that category. He became a shareholder in
a mining company. He was quite entitled to
do what he did. Nobody who believes in 30-
cialisation of industry wants to make money
out of shares, but those people profess to
believe in socialisation, and then buy shares
and unload them. That is the idea of shares
dealing. They must be bought as cheaply
as possible, and unloaded on to someone else.
Any leader of the Labour movement who
is out to make wealth is not a true Labourite,
and workers ean hope for nothing from
men of that calibre. No man who be-
lieves in soctalisation of industry can
be ont to obtain meney from invest-
ment. How is such money made? Some-
body has to work to make interest. It
does not befit a Labour man to have slaves
working for him in order to bring in interest.
The Labour movement is all right, but the
peint is that the leaders are not genuine.
They are supposed to stand for soeialisation
of industry. They represent nothing of the
kind. They adopt get-rich-quick methods, T
desire now to speak on the burning question
of consumption of liquor on the goldfields.
I have been challenged to a debate with a
man belonging to the Church of Christ, but
{ have a single-track mind and so
has he on the drink qnestion, and so
there is not moch cehance of our reach-
inz acreement. The last person in the world
anybody with any sense at all would debate
with is a parson, because he has a one-track
mind. He does not mix with people as
others do.. In his own gphere he is respected,
but as soon as he is ontside that sphere he is
in deep water. Ministers of religion have
plenty to do on the goldfields towards help-
ing to improve the lives of people. I believe
that laws should not he broken. If the law
is not sound the Government of the country
should have backbone enongh despite any
opposition, to amend it. T have spent the
groatest part of my life on the goldfields,
and T did not drink until T was 35 vears of
age, Hotels do not worry me now except that
T sometimes meet others there in friemdly
spirit. One is friendly at the start, and
there are times when one gets a little more
convivial, but one is alive and enjoying one-
sc)f, and we should all realise thaf life is
short, and we should get what enjoyment

365

we can while we are here. DMen drank in the
goldfields 27 years ago to a far greater
degree than they do to-day. The result was
that people were stationed at those hotels
watehing for the police. As soon as the
police came along everybody gof out, but
when the police moved off they all went in
again, some of them perhaps to get drunk,
But now we have had a commonsense ad-
ministration of the laws for many years past,
and so that old state of affairs has gone, and
whenever now any hotel does not obey the
Police, there is something doing. We are in
this position: I do not say the people of the
goldfields should get drink on Sundays and
that the people of Perth and of the country
districts should not have that privilege. I
say that all who want it should be allowed
to have a dvink on Sundays. At present one
can gef a drink at Kalgoorlie, but only until
6 o'clock in the evening. After that one
eannot get a drink, except he be one of the
favoured few. The ¢lub members, men from
Hannans Club and other clubs. can get a
drink, just as club members in Perth ¢an get
a drink on Sundays. So it is sheer hypo-
erisy to say that men on the goldfields ean
get a drink on Sundays, whereas men in
Perth cannot. Practieally one-third of the
surface workers on the mines work every
day in the weck, and on Sundays three shifts
around. It must be remembered that one-
seveuth of the productien of gold in Kal-
goorlie is produced on Sundays. The men
are paid extra for their work on Sundays.
While men have to work on Sundays the
parsons do not objoet to that, do not object
to the men having to work all day Sundays,
There are at least 20 or 30 shafts at Kal-
goortie, and these take a number of men
three shifts to see that the shafts are all in
goad condition. Those men work on Sun-
days, and there are other men up there who
work on the Sundays. There is, generally

speaking, a skeleton staff working on
Sundays for all essential services. Of
course I do not say that the mipes
are essential serviges, except for their
wealth produetion. When the Arbitration
Court award doubled the pay for
work on Sundays, the mines closed on
Sundays. I challenge any Government to
say that so many men working right

through on Sundays are not entitled to get
a pot of beer without being branded as
eriminals for it. My challenge is there,
and if T live a bit Jonger and there comes
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another election my challenge probably
will be put into effect. Thirty-odd years
ago, when the term “wowser” was first
coined, as it was then, so it is to-day;
hypocrites they were and  hypocrites
they are to-day. I believe in the faith
of my fathers, but those ministers in
the Protestant Churches have driven thous-
ands from tho=e churches. It is an insult
to my intelligence te know that my parents
and my brothers and sisters are buried
in the Church of Christ burial ground,

and then  that  low-down pastor de-
elares that he wonld be a common
informer. 1 lhelieve that all the others
have dissociated themselves from that
declaration, I trust the Government

will introdnce a measure that will allow us
in Kalgoorlie to be honest with ourselves,
Personally 1 do not have a Sunday drink once
in a blue moon, but those who are working
hard up there in that warm climate and
who feel that they want a drink when they
knock off, surely they should be entitled to
get it. T will challenge anybody to sav
there is as muoeh dronkenness in Kalgoorlie
to-day as there was 30 vears ago. It is
nonsense to speak of men up there spend-
ing all their mnoney in drink. T say that
up there we have some of the best-dressed
men and women in the State. " The
storv is told that one man up there
burst threugh drinking too wmuch water
and cating too much cake, while it
has been held that our Ilunatic asy-
loms are built up to accommodate religious
cranks. 1 have said all I wish, except to
declare definitely that if the Government
will not imtroduee a Bill to allow of limited
Sunday trade, T purpose hringing down
sich a Bill in this Honse. Certainly T will
test the feeling of this House if the Gov-
crnment refuse to introdnce a measure that
will satisfy the needs, not only of the gold-
fields people, but of all sensible people in
Western Anstralia. We don’t want a man
to be branded as a eriminal becanse he has
n pot of beer on Sundays. There are the
tea-drinking eranks and the ginger-ale
drinking eranks, so why should not a man
who wants a pot of heer he allowed to get
it?

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane interjected. _

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: There are many
Seventh Day Adventists in this country,
and their Sabbath of eourse is net on onr
Sunday. However, that is not proof that
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they are the only correct Christians in the
State. It is all very well to say that the
Seventh Tay Adventist does not drink on
Saturday, but perhaps he has his drink on
our Sunday.

Hon, J. Cornell: We require to include
the Jews in any such legislation.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not know
that they have a Sabbath at all. However,
the time has gone by when the wowsers of
this community should govern and direct
the sensible people of the community. Let
them stick to their religion and try to keep
their own people to the kirk which their
fathers thonght was the right kirk. T am
plensed to say that when the deputation
was taken to the Minister, not one of the
13 members of Parliament from the gold-
fields was asked to lead it.

Hon. (. B. Wood: Whao led it?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: A very honour-
able gentleman who would perhaps get lost
in Hannan-street, and certainly would get
lost tn Bouider. He is a gentleman who has
never =een the goldfields as we see them,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think I was there
before you.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Still to-day you
would get lost in Hannan-street and in
Boulder also. However, they asked the
hon. gentleman to lead the deputation, and
he fell for it. That was due to his charae-
teristic courtesy.  But the strange thing
was that when the Chamber of Mines
wanted somebody to move to disallow cer-
tain regulations here, they asked the hon.
gentleman to lead the band, and he kindly
did so. I do not know whether the parsons,
when they wanted a man for the purpose,
consulted the Chamber of Mines. and were
perhaps referred to the Hon. J. Nicholson.

Hon. J. Cornell: You know that Scots-
men never refuse.

Hon. . B. WILLIAMS: I know we have
not mueh opportunity to refuze them.
However, of all the 13 members of Parlia-
ment representing the goldfields, ineluding
vou, Mr. President, none was asked to lead
that deputation. I trust that if the Govern-
ment will not alter the law, they will not
alter the administration of the existing law.
I remember when the Mitehell Government
came info power. Many yeavs earlier than
that one could get a drink from G in the
morning till 11 at night, or any other time.
However, that was stopped. The late Mr.
Harris and 1 informally waited upon the
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late Mr. T. L. Davy, who was then Attorney-
General in the Nationalist Government, and
asked him not to curtail one or two little
privileges that were enjoyed on the gold-
fields. We met bim on the railway station
at Kalgoorlie, and we asked him to
have a pot of beer on the station.
He said, “You cannot get beer here
on a Sunday! We showed him that
we could and did. He said, “By Jove,
I do not see any reason why this ens-
tom should be stopped.” And it was not
stopped., It lasted all the years that that
Government [asted, and the people of the
goldfields were not harassed about it. To-
day there is a good bitumen road running
from Kalgoorlie to Coclgardie, a distance
of 24 miles. It means about a 25-minntes
drive. There is a similar drive of 12 miles
to Kurrawang, another drive of 12 miles to
Kanowna, and a drive of 24 miles to Bu-
long, all on perfeetly good roads, and
all eomplying with the bona fide travel-
ler provision. Yet the parsons of Kal-
goorlie want the people to have the
law obeyed or restricted. Hundreds
go to Coolgardie. DMost of them are
travellers who are entitled to get a drink
If the Aet was enforced taxis would run
to these places, and we would have worse
drinking than we have ever seen on the
goldfields.  There would also he sly grog
shops. . One of the most remarkalle things
about the business is that the parsons had
to get financial backing. We understand
that a number of people have gallon licen-
srs and that the parsons fook money from
them to enforce the closing of hotels on
Sunday so that the holders of gallon licenses
might sell their beer by the gallon on Satur-
days, These arve the people who are linking
up with the parsons, men who admit they
have put money into this campaign to fin-
anece two religions fanatics to come
to Perth and dietate what people
should drink on the goldfields. They
themselves drink that concoction ealled
tea which comes from filthy nigger
countries where the niggers are suffering
from eancer, leprosy, and other diseases.
Instead of drinking that stuff, we conld
drink the wine of the country that comes from
grapes grown on clean Christian soil. Not-
withstanding that, we have these “wowseris-
tie” impndent hypoetites who want to sav
what we should drink, that drink being that
which comes from nigger races in the Far
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East. If I meet a friend and he wants a cap
of tea, we have a cup of {fea, but if he
wants beer we have beer. We are better
friends and come to a better understanding
if it is beer, and we always meet again, Mr.
Holmes and I have not yet solved the gues
tion of leadership despite the “Westralian
Worker” and the Labour Party generally.
I thank members for their patient hearing.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [9.34]:
I have not had much time in which to pre-
pare the remarks I have to make. There
have been the usual references to the valne
of the Address-in-reply. Certain members
have spoken of it as a waste of time. I
do not hold that view. If there is one thing
it does, it is to provide an opportunity for
a free expression of opinion on every sub-
jeet under the san. It is a very valuable
privilege. It would certainly be valued by
those people I speak of if they ever lost it.
We have only to compare the position of
affairs in a free country like this with the
position of affairs obtaining in other coun-
tries where freedom of expression is not only
repressed, but where deliberate misrepre-
sentation is the policy of the Government,
te realise how valuable such a privilege is.
Those members who attack the debate on tha
Address-in-reply arc attacking one of the
foundation stones of parliamentary govern-
ment, in that if they had their way they
would be limiting disenssion on matters of
public importance. We have all read of
the effect of the suppression of truth in
countries like Germany, Russia and Ttaly.
We can only form an idea of the extent to
which things bave gone when we see some
of the literature which is eirenlating under
the aunthority of the Government of those
conntrics. T would take the illustration
even eloser.  In one of the States of the
Commonwealth there is only one House of
Farliament. In that State thingz are done
which could never be done in this State
where Parliament eomprises two Honses, In
that State things are entirely in the hands
of the Ctovernment. When it comes to voic-
ing an opinion or expressing an idea on
matters of publie import, if the Government
so desire they ean stifle the opposition. The
«losure is applied and that is the end of the
diseussion.  With regard to proposals that
are placed before the people, some things
are brought forward and tolerated that
would not be put up with here. T have an
illnstration of that statement. Under the
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legislation of that State there is a system
of dealing with hospitals which are con-
trolled by distriet hospital boards. The
boards consist of nine persons, four who
are eleeted by the local anthorities of the
district covered by the board, and five who
are nominated by the Government. The
board determines the policy, and has the
right to raise by means of speecial rates
funds for the establishment and mainten-
ance of hospitals, I was told of one di=-
triet which is far away from the eapital
where 2 proposal was advanced for the
building of a hospital costing £52,000. The
four representatives of the loeal bodies
strongly objected to such an expenditure
being foisted upon the people. They were,
however, overruled by the five Government
nominees, and the district is now committed
to the erection of that hospital. That is the
kind of thing that oceurs where there is only
one House of Parliament and no Chamber
which has the right to review and criticise
and to amend such laws as are brought for-
ward by a popular Government. This
House has been criticised for its attitude -a
certain  industrial Bills, Some were re-
jected on the second reading, and some T
would have been glad to see carried a litile
further and reviewed in Committee with a
view to amendment. At any rate there i:
one point which ought to he borne in mind,
namely that it does not necessarily follow
that beeause a Bill is brought forward by
the Government it is the last word on the
question, even though that be an industrial
question. Many things arve brought forward
at the instizotion frequently of minorities in
the industrial world in the endeavour fo
place them on the statufe book, but which
a majority of the workers when the full
sonse of the proposed step is explained to
them, would =trongly oppose being placed
on the statute hook. So long as the attitude
of this House is maintained from the
standpoint of the hest interests of
the whole community, so long will it
he carrying oui its duty, and where it
falls short of that high ideal so far will it
be imperilling its position as a Chamber of
review and criticism. Some of the conten-
tions eontained in the Speech are open fo
criticism. One paragraph says it is antici-
pated that the revenue for the coming year
will suffer a reduction becavse of the lower
income received from produetion last year.
Tt also saxs it will be necessary to continue
the expenditure on drought relief, ete. When
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I last spoke T Qid not have the benefit of the
complete figures for the year just closed. I
wish now fo make eertain remarks concern-
ing that paragraph. If members will refer
to the statistics published from week to week
showing the bank cleatances they will seq
that for the expired portion of the year the
hank clearances were higher than they were
last year, That state of affairs has continued
for some time, As these clearances are a
good indieation of the activities in the com-
mereial sphere, thev indieate so far as the
progress of the country is conecerned, that
the State is eontinuing in the right diveetion.
There are other fizures to which I would
refer in sapport of my contention that the
Government have no reason to expect a re-
duction in revenne for the coming year, but
rather have reason to expeet an increase in
revenue. If members will refor to the pro-
reeds from the hospital tax from vyear to
year they will observe that these have in-
creased very considerably. That being an in-
dication to some extent of the national in-
come, the argument iz that that ineome,
which is the income on which taxation this
vear will be based, should yield a higher re-
turn than that reccived last vear from the
previous vear’s income. Although I do not
contend that the national income ean be
entirely deduced from the proeeeds of the
hospital tax, I maintain that the increase
represents an indication of the national in-
come. If we take the proceeds of this tax
and multiply them hy 160, we will sce that
it is a very good indication of the nationsl
income. We have {6 remember, too, that the
excmption under the hospital tax is no more
than £1, and very liitle income therefore is
lost by means of that cexemption. The
national ineome calenlated on this basis has
risen from 2114 millicns in 1932 to 37Y%
millions in 1937. If we accept that as a
eriterion of the national income, the national
income for the year ended 30th June, 1934,
was £33,000,000, caleulated on this hasis, and
for the year 1937 it was 3724 million ponnds.
There is & very strong indication there that
the income for the Government in the year
to come will be very considerably more than
it was last vear. When speaking on the
Supply Bill T said that the Government had
nothing to complain about on the score of
revenue. The revenne thev received last vear,
evenr allowing for the reduction in the Com-
monwealth contributions, was higher than
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the revenue they caleulated on receiving.
How well they aetually did is more plainly
indicated when we consider the figures which
have been placed before us for the whole year.
It was very interesting to take notice of the
figures supplied to the member for Avon
{Mr. Boyle) in the Legislative Assembly
with regard to the hospital tax. That is =
tax in that it is a burden on the public. It
was shown that while the hospital tax was
£234,509 for the last financial year, the ex-
penditure on hospitals was something over
£20,000 short of that amonnt. Although the
expenditure under that heading was over-
drawn at the beginning of the year, when we
get the complete figures before us, they will
prove very interesting. I think it will be
found that the Government will have a eon-
siderable margin on the right side with re-
gard to the hespital tax as compared with
hospital expenditure. Again, the Govern-
ment have benefited considerably in making
provision for hospitals because of the con-
tributions from the Lotteries Commission,
which have relieved them of a considerable
amount of expenditnre that they could have
been expected to undertake from Govern-
ment funds. Again, there is the gold profits
tax. The figures supplied to me as being
the 1937 veeeipts from that tax, namelv
£89,000, show that the Government are sceur-
ing a very handsome recoup compared with
the amounnt they have spent in assisting
sufferers from miners’ phthisis, The amount
charged regarding miners’ phthisis, apart
from that ineurred, and paid, by the State
Tusurance Office for 1936 was £57,600, and
the amount received from the gold profits
tax was £77,000 For the financial year that
has just elosed, payvments on aceount of
miners’ nhthisis, after deducting the amount
that the Government received from the State
Insurance Office, was £55,000 whereas the
receipts from the gold profits tax were
£89,000. Tt must be remembered that pav-
ments on aecount of miners’ phthisis are
diminishing each year, beeanse the Aect no
longer sanctions any further responsihility,
and mining cases that arise from time fo
time are now deali with under the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fand and  industrial
insuranee. Certainly, the Government
contributions to the Jine Workers' Re-
lief Fund have inereased steadily sinee
1934, but even taking that into consideration,
the (Government are showing a handsome
margin on the right side in consequence of
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the reeeipts from the gold profits tax. Then
there is the question of the Goldfields Water
Supply. The figures concerning that under-
taking are very interesting, especially to
people residing on the fields. For many
vears the Government have argued that the
water supply operations are not paying, and
they have indicated that a considerable
amnunt was owing to Consolidated Revenue.
Although that statement, as it stands, is cor-
reet, it must be remembered that the Metro-
pelitnn Water Supply undertaking has hene-
fited very considerably from the Goldfields
Water Supply scheme, from the standpoint
of the guantity of water the former has been
able to draw each year for the ahsurd sum of
£3,500. That works out at something under
3d. per thousand gallons, whereas the mini-
mum price charged for water on the fields is
2=, 6d. per thousand gallons.

Hon, C. G. Elliott: Tt is 7s. 6d. per thons-
and to the mines,

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, but the lowest
charee on the fields is 2<. 6d. per thousand.
Thus, water from the goldfields scheme has
heen given vear affer vear to the metropoli-
tan seheme at a fixed priee of under 3d. per
thonsand gallons.

Hon. . G. Elliott: They are on a pretty
zood wicket.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Had the minimum
charge applieable on  the goldfields heen
levied in respect of that water, there would
have heen a profit shown instead of the de-
fivit sinee its inception. The figures for
193 indicate that, even allowing for work-
ine expenses, interest and sinking fond
charees, the secheme last vear, allowing also
for the fact that supplies had been made
availabhle at 3d. per thousand gallons, the
undertaking shows a surplns of £22,000.
The figures we have had placed before
us regarding last vear’s operations in-
dicate that there should be a very
much greater surplus on the operations
of the water scheme. Whereas rev-
enue from water sapplies for 1936 totalled
£234,400, the revenue this year, aceording
to the figures available from the “Govern-
ment (Gazette,” was £286,200. Whereas the
workine expenses last year totalled £114,100,
those for this vear represent £120,300, In-
terest and sinking fund pavments for
last  vear vrepresented £104,000, leaving
a sarplus of £22,000. The total dif-
terence  hetween the working expenses
and reeeipts this year i= €166,500, and
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there ~hould be a good balance on
the right side from the operations of
this scheme. T quote those figures to show
that, trom the standpoint of revenue, the
Government have displayed sound judgment,
and are doing very well indeed. But when
we turn to the expenditure, we find there is
ground for eriticism., A little while ago I
quoted figures dealing with the expenditure,
and a elo<er analysis indicates that one of the
greatest increases under that heading oeccurred
under the Treasury, “Miscellaneous Ser-
vices"” costing £605,900 in 1936, and £751,600
in 1837, With regard to public works and
buildings, the eost in 1936 was £88,500, and
in 1937 £103,335. An increased expenditure
of £50,000) iz disclosed with regard to the
Edueation Department, and something like
£12,000 increase on account of public health
expenditure. Agriculture generally accounts
for an increased expenditure of £12,000,
the railways for an inereased expenditure
of £190,000, and eleetricity supply an
increased expenditure of £29,000.

The Chief Seceretary: Are you suegesting
we should have had increased expenditure in
previous vears?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: I suggest that had
the came control been exercised over expen-
diture this vear as was exercised last vear,
the deficit of £371,000 would not Lave been
recordel.

The Chief Secretary: What do you mean
by “control™?

Hon, H. SEDDOX : The items of expen-
diture T have referred to require a consider-
ahle amount of explanation. When we read
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech that the
eauses regarded as responsible for last year’s
deficit are the reduction in the Federal grant
by £300,000 and inereased expenditure aris-
ing from the drought, it is hard to reconcile
‘those statements with the fizures I have
quoted from Government accounts. They
certainly vequire considerahle explanation,
much more than we have had so far, to
enable us to deal with them. I have shown
that the national income has inereased vear
by vear, and the figures relating to bank
clearances indicate considerable activity in
business wenerally compared with the pre-
cedine vear. All this indicates that the
Government are doing very well with remard
to revenue, hut apparently the more revenue
they reccive, the greater expenditure they
embark upon. When it comes to a question
of departmental expenditure, there is one
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department to which I desire to vefer, be-
canse it appears to me that it has not ve.
ceived anything like its proportion of bene-
fit from the Government’s generosity, nor has
it received anything like the consideration
it is entitled to from the application of
Government policy. There was a time when
the poliey regarding nurses in Government
hospitals was nothing short of a disgrace to
any Government, and partienlarly to a La-
bour Government., That was until the time
the nurses secured an award govern-
ing their conditions. TUntil then, despite
repeated representations, both in this Cham-
ber and outside, with regard to the hours
worked by the girls and the wages they re-
ceived, CGovernments failed to remedy the
position, especially Governments that advo-
cated Labour principles,

The Chief Secretary: This House cannot
take any eredit for that change,

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, it can. This
House repeatedly drew attention to the econ-
ditions under which the girls were working,
and urged Governments to give consideration
to that phase in times of prosperity. How-
ever, the department to which T wish to
refer as being entitled to far more
consideration from the Government than
has  been apparent for a long time,
is the DPolice Department. The time
has arrived when the Government might
well turn their attention te that sec-
tion ot the Government service. and give
more consideration to their employees
there. That is particularly so if we are 1o
be guided by the cireular that, I presume,
other members have received as well as
myself, There is one grievance the officials
of the Police Department have that I think
is well founded and certainly demands in-
vestigation. T refer to the question of pro-
motions. I am given to understand that
promotions are determined by the Promeo-
tions Board, which econsists of inspectors
in the Police Department, While promo-
tions arve determined by that board, appar-
ently the claims of all those entitled to
promotion are nof considered in the mat-
ter. A preliminary selection is made, and
the hoard adjudicates upon such appliea-
tions as are placed hefore them. That, in
mv opinion, leaves the position open to a
state of affairs that is certainly not desir-
able. The officer does not know whether
his elaim for promotion has had fair con-
sideratton: his claim may not have gone
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forward for consideration by the Promo-
tions Board. The police have requested
for a considerable time that this method
of promotion should be revised, and an op-
portnnity given for all claims for consider-

ation fo be reviewed. There 1is an-
other matter that demands wurgent at-
tention from the Government. 1 refer to

the conditions that apply to members of
the police foree injured in the course of
their duties. We all recognise the import-
ant fanctions performed by the police, and
appreciate the faet that they ecarry out
their duties with tact and diseretion. When
we read of the treaiment those men reeceive
when anything happens to them in the
course of their duty, we ean only come to
the conclusion that it is no eredit to any
Government. In the eireular it is pointed
out that in the event of a man being killed
in the course of his duties, his widow or
dependants are entitled to receive a speecial
gratuity of a maximum of one year’s pav.
When members realise that if a man is
killed in a mine or on the railway line in
the course of his employment, he is en-
titled to receive up to £600 under the pro-
visions of the Workers' Compensation Aet,
they will appreciate the differential treat-
ment.  \gain, a constable whe joined the
foree in April, 1920, had his police career ter-
minated at the age of 37 vears throngh in-
juries received on duty, his wife and three
children being dependent on him. This man
was practically crippled Tor life and he re-
ceived 161% months’ pay—For which he had
contributed, T think, £376—and a specinl
gratuity of £278 compensation.

Hon. J. Nicholson: He did not get back
the whole of the amount he paid in over a
period.

Hon, H. SEDDON: The greater part of
his compensation for injuries which prac-
tically terminated his police career gave
him baek his own contribution to the super-
annhuation fund. Then there was another
case of a constable whose death oceurred
recently at 51 years of age. The Govern-
ment Medical Officer certified that his
death was hastened through injuries sus-
tained on duty. His widow received £100
over and above the ordinary gratuity.
Other instances are quoted here, but mem-
bers have seen them, and T do not wish to
read them, although thev indicate very
clearly the position of the men in the
police force. That position is certainly due
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for revision, and there should also be provis-
ion made for strengthening the superannua-
tion fund. When a man hag received injuries
in the course of his duty, he should get
at least as much compensation as would be
awarded him under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act, rather than being left to the
existing conditions. Now therc is another
question, & somewhat unpleasant one. To-
night I have sat in this Chamber and lis-
tened to remarks that do not bring credit
to any hon. member. They could only he
explained on the theory that the speaker
was carried away by his personal feelings.
But I think a man should be more careful
to recognise qualities in people who at any
rate do stand for high ideals of personal
conduct. I am prepared to give credit to
the ministers of religion for having
brought forward. publicly certain viola-
tions of the law. It is greatly to he
regretted that the argument that has taken
place in regard to the action of those minis-
ters should have been all round the guestioa
and wide of the mark, which is as to whether
the law is or is not to be enforced. If it is
thought desirable in the interests of the com-
munity, and at the request of a large section
of the community, that the law should be
amended, well and good, but there has been
no outery, no public request, that the law
in this case should be amended. What
they brought nnder the notice of the Minis-
ter of the Crown was not so much the
question of Sunday trading as the fact that
the law was being openly flonted, and noth-
ing was being done to suppress that. That is
the point that has been lpst sight of in the
diseussions for and against the action of the
ministers. There is an argument, supported
by some publi¢ opinion, an argument that
the law should be amended and that a cer-
tain amount of trading should be allowed
on the Sunday. I have nothing tu say
now ahoul that; exeept that I should
like members to view it from the
standpoint of the work they are doing
and the responsibility that devolves upon
them a5 law makers. If members are going
to determine their public policy by the fact
that sufficient people Hout and set the law at
defiance, how far are members going? 1t ap-
pears to me that once we acknowledge that
that is the principle governing our legisla-
tion, it will not be long before there are
sufficient people defiant enough to defy any
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law—and that wiil be the end of all law, I
want briefly to refer to the effect on the com-
munity of this flouting of our laws. Where
the people, especially the young people, see
8 law set aside and flouted and laughed at,
can it be wondered at that those young peo-
ple on reaching maturity have not the sense
of responsibility that they would have had
had they been brought up in a community
where the law was respected? That is all I
have to say on this guestion, but I do regret
certain expressions made in this Chamber
to-night touching men whose lives stand ont
as examples of devotion to high ideals, men
who, after all, are living on a pittance which
very few men would undertake unless they
were inspired by high ideals. I ean only de-
plore the references that have been made to
those men in the ecourse of the debate to-night.
Now a very important question to the people
of the goldfields is that of silicosis, There
has been a lot of references to the fact that
filicosis has effected a very considerabls toll
on the lives and health of the people engaged
in our mining industry. I want to refer
to-night to a table published by Dr. Moore,
the doctor in charge of the laboratory at
Kalgoorlie. The table refers to the number
of men who have passed through the labora-
tory at Kalgoorlie, but does not include the
men deait with by the travelling laboratory.
The figures disclosed are very interesting.
They show a considerable improvement in
the ineidence of the disease. The improve-
ments made have been most encouraging,
and the doctor points out that the incidence
of T.B. in our mining population is now very
little, if anything, above the incidence of
T.B. in the organised community. When it
comes to silicosis the figures show the effects
on people who have worked for a large num-
ber of years in our mines. They indieate
that out of 4,231 persons examined in 1933
only .2 per cent. were reported as suffering
from silicesis; whereas in 1930 the per-
centage of sufferers was 3.3 per cent
That is a considerable improvement and it is
contended that the conditions of the mines
have been so improved that the danger of in-
fection has been greatly reduced. This is a
state of affairs that should give every satis-
faction to people who are concerned with
the welfare of the men in the mining in-
dustry. The doctor, I understand, presented
a paper which was read at the Medical Con-
gress held in Adelaide last week, in which
he carried his experience much further. T
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strongly recommend the Government to
obtain a copy of the paper because I believe
certain deductions were made that will have
a material bearing on the future of men en-
gaged in the mining industry. The doctor
has eertainly shown that under ordinary con-
ditions the effect of dust is very slow, but, on
the other hand, there are eertain condifions
where the effect of dust is considerably ac-
celerated and the working life of the man is
materially shortened. There is however, one
development in this world-wide attack on sili-
eosis that I should like to bring under the
notice of the Government, In other parts of
the world silicosis is regarded as a very seri-
ous gomplaint in the mining industry, and in
the Dominion of Canada there has been a
special investigation and a line of speeial
medical research into silicosis with the idea of
bringing ahout its prevention. I quote from
“The Manchester Guardian Commercial” of
the 23rd July, 1937, an article entitled “The
Fight Against Silicosis; a New Line of
Attaek.”

Latest developments in the battle against
silicosis have been the result of experiments
conducted by J. J. Denny, Metallurgieal
Engineer for MeIntyre Porcupine Mines, Litd.;
W. B. Robson, Chief Surgeon of MeclIntyre
Poreupine Mines, Ltd.; and Dudley A. Irwin,
Associate Professor, Department of Medical
Research, University of Toronto, together with
the assistance of Sir Frederick Banting, of in-
sulin fame, who was engaged by the experi-
menters in a consulting capacity.

The cause of silicosis, in South Afriea and
the United States as well as in Canada, is the
inhalation of fine, freshly broken particles of
quartz into the lungs, where, experimenters
have determined, a chemical reaction is set up
through the dissolving of the silica in the body
fluid, ecausing fibrotic changes in the lungs,
which in turn may predispose the vietim to
tuberculosis. In common with other Canadian
mining companies, MeIntyre Porcupine has
been condueting an independent investigation
of the problem for some time. In November,
1932, 50 guinea pigs were placed in the
crusher houge tunnel of the mill, where a con-
siderable quantity of fine dust containing 35
per cent. free silica was being constantly pro-

.duced, Rabbits also were used.

Various elements and compounds were in-
vestigated, and on 4th March, 1836, it was dis-
covered that small amounts of metallic alumin-
ium, introduced into the dust, almost ecom.
pletely prevented the silicious material from
passing into solution and setting up the chemi-
cal reaction which is the important factor in
creating a silicotic condition of the lungs,

So interesting have been the results that the
experiments with animals have recently beem
removed from the MeIntyre mine to the Bant.
ing Institute at Toromto. Just how the new
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discovery will be given practical application is
& problem that has not yet been worked out,
It is very interesting to note the result of
experiments in other parts of the world in
dealing with silicosis and to find a line of
investigation which might materially bene-
fit the men engaged in the industry.
I trust that the progress of the State
in the current year will be substan-
tial. From the figures before us there is
every possibility of & prosperous year, espe-
cially now that the ouilook in the farming
industry is so much brighter than it was a
few weeks ago. Still, there is undoubtedly
room for a considerable amount of improve-
ment in the finances, a fact that members
will realise when they appreciate the tre-
mendous load of acerimulated deficit that has
yet to be wiped out or funded in order to
place our finances in a sound position. Let
me conclude by referring to some remarks by
Mr. Craig relating to the history of Govern-
ment finance in Australia previous to and
during the depression. It seemed to me
that the hon. member had gathered a wrong
impression of the state of affairs that
existed regarding banking and Government
finance. T should like members to abtain a
copy of the report of the Federal Royal
Commission on Banking, because it contains
an interesting resume of the history of bank-
ing in Australia, especially with reference to
the Commonwealth Bank and the policy
maintained by Governments, banks and other
finaneial institutions during the depression.
I believe there is truth in the econtention thaé
much of the slump was due to over borrow-
ing and over spending during the time of
prosperity. Therefore, with Mr. Craig’s
argument for curtailing borrowing in times
of prosperity, I entirely agree; it is a policy
that Governments should adopt. As regards
financing during the depression, however,
let me point out the position in the banking
world. Both banks and Governments dis-
covered that the money needed to tide over
the depression was not available. The de-
pression found the banks with advances
somewhere in the region of 100 per cent.
of their deposits, indicating that the only
available sums upon which they could oper-
ate were reserve funds and capital.

Hon. L. Craig: The private banks called
in their loans.

Hon. H. SEDDON : That was their posi-
tion, and it was one that would cause con-
cern to any banker. Obviously it was a
most dangerous position for any banking
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institution. The important ratio between de-

posits and advanees had to he weighed care-
fully. The effect of the reduced activity in
the commercial sphere restored to the banks
a considerable amount of money that had
been employed in commerce and industry,
and that money was taken up by the Gov-
ernments in the form of Treasury bills and
was utilised to assist (overnments to carry
on during the slump. The money that ordin-
arily would have been employed in indus-
try was taken by Governments on
short term loans and used by them to
lessen the severily of the depression. When
conditions began to improve, the money
was required in industry, and the result
was that the short term loans had to be
seriously considered. Hence we find that
the policy of the Commonwealth Bank was
one of constantly advising Governments to
restrain and restriet their loan expenditure
in order that those funds might be restored
to the ordinary channels for industrial and
commercial use. We all hope that state
of affairs will continue. When it comes
to s question of providing funds during a
period of depression the first step is to
arrange for the establishment of a reserve
during times of prosperity. That is a point
T wish te emphasise. It is necessary that
Governments, in order to smooth out the
peaks and valleys so far as the finances are
concerned, should have in reserve sums of
money accumulated during times of pros-
perity that they may spend in times
of depression, That is one reason

why I have always advocated national
insurance, and why I am so pleased
to see that the Federal Government

have at last made this important question
one for immediate further investigation.
It appears to me that national insurance
will provide in times of prosperity a fund
that ean be made available during times of
depression, and thus help to keep the stan-
dard of the community more or less on an
even footing rather than have what was
experienced in the last few yesars a snd-
den drop in prosperity to conditions which
caused so much suffering and privation. I
support the motion.

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

Honse adjourned at 10.22 pm.



